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Student materials are arranged on the floor of the Rogue River Junior Senior High Commons on Sept. 2 for student
pick-up ahead of the Sept. 8 beginning of the school year. At left, Rogue River assistant principal Tori Kirkpatrick, left,
and principal Chris Carmiencke talk during the materials pickup last week, and at right, special education teacher
Trayce Jensen, right, checks a family in.

Danial Garrison clarifies Evans Valley Community Association's
decision to cancel the SOEquity event.

Tammy Asnicar
Rogue River Press

Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

In 2020, the first day of
school is not the cheerful (or
reluctant) reunion between
students and teachers as
they arrive by the big yellow
school bus.
On Tues., Sept. 8, the
2020-21 school year began
when students pressed the
"on" button on their laptops
that morning.
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In earnest, the school
year started last week, when
students at each of the three
campuses in the Rogue
River School District picked
up their supplies for Comprehensive Distance Learning, by which students will be
taught at least through September.
The day of decision for
how the school will be conducted in October comes on

Tues., Sept. 22, as the district will determine how the
state and county fit under
Oregon Health Authority
benchmarks relating to
COVID-19.
Students and families
could check-in at Rogue
River Junior-Senior High
School, and a member of the
office staff would bring out
See SCHOOL page 12

The Evans Valley Community
Association's
(EVCA) monthly meeting
held September 1 was a
heated one – and not just
because of the lingering
summer heat. The leadership team from the Southern Oregon Coalition for
Racial Equity (SOEquity)
attended the outdoor meeting demanding an explanation for the EVCA nixing a

rental agreement the night
before the group's barbecue and gathering at the
former Evans Valley School
in Wimer. The event was to
follow a march and rally
against racism planned for
Saturday, August 29, in
downtown Rogue River.
The meeting followed a
weeks-long whirlwind of rumors and social media
threats, and a fiery protest
and counter-protest three
See DIALOGUE page 3

Palmerton Park Vandalism
It was discovered on
Tuesday, September 8, there
was extensive damage to
the Palmerton Park entrance
sign. The Rogue River Press
contacted the City of Rogue
River and Rogue River Police. Neither agency was
aware of the vandalism.
Palmerton Park is located on West Evans Creek
Road within the Rogue River
City limits. The park consists
of a five-acre arboretum with
trees and plants from other
states and countries over 80
in total. Palmerton Park is a
place where weddings and
parties are celebrated often.
Many who live in Rogue
River/Wimer and other close
areas have grown up playing
See PARK page 3

(Photo by Larraine Hampton, Rogue River Press)

Palmerton Arboretum sign vandals strike. Both sides of the sign were damaged.
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Community Events
The Rogue River Civic Improvement Club is looking
for new members to volunteer with the longest established club in Rogue River.
We meet monthly and welcome new comers. Rogue
River Civic Improvement
Club meets at 135 Oak St.
Any Questions call Karen at
541-660-7264.
1111111111
Food & Friends Needs Volunteers. Food and Friends,
the Meals on Wheels program of Jackson and
Josephine Counties, provides hot, nutritious meals

and a friendly visit to hundreds of homebound seniors. Home delivery drivers
are urgently needed in
Rogue River on Mondays
Tuesdays. Meals are delivered Monday through Friday
between 10:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. Mileage reimbursement is available. For
more info, call Jon Pfefferle,
Volunteer Coordinator, at
(541)734-9505ext.4.
1111111111
Rogue River Community
Center is looking for volunteers to drive people to and
from their medical/dental ap-

pointments. This program is
for those seniors who can
not drive themselves.
Mileage reimbursement is
available. Please call for
more info 582-0609.
1111111111
Options for Southern Oregon, Inc. offers FREE
Community Health and
Wellness Classes for 18 yrs
and older. Seeking Safety on
Wednesday’s from 5:30 to
6:30pm, at Options Hillside
Center, 1545 Harbeck Rd,
Grants Pass. For more information call 541-476-2373
or 541- 582-4805.

LEGAL AD • LEGAL AD • LEGAL AD • LEGAL AD • LEGAL AD
NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS.
No.
20PB05464. In the Circuit
Court of the State of Oregon
for Jackson County in the
Matter of the Estate of
JOYCE FAITH FABRIN,
Deceased. Notice is hereby
given that Jonalyn C. Fabrin
has been appointed administrator of the estate of the
decedent herein. All persons
having claims against the

estate are required to present them with proper vouchers to the attorney for the
administrator, Jeffrey W.
Foxx at his post office address listed below within
four months after the date of
first publication of this notice
or they may be barred. All
persons whose rights may
be affected by these proceedings may obtain additional information from the

records of the Court, the administrator, or the attorney
for the administrator. Dated
and first published this
26th day of August, 2020.
Jonalyn C. Fabrin, Administrator, 4532 Scenic Avenue,
Central Point, OR 97502. /s/
Jeffrey W. Foxx, Attorney for
Administrator, P.O. Box
#4218, Medford, OR 975010158; (541) 773-2008.

Rogue River Press Puzzles

CLUES ACROSS
1. Aurochs
5. Central Dravidian language
10. Split pulses in Indian cooking
14. Tropical starchy tuberous root
15. Well known constellation
16. About aviation
17. Bowfin genus
18. Proper
19. Expression of annoyance
20. Cabbies
22. Bro or sis
23. Spiritual leader
24. Where football coaches work
27. Old TV part
30. A way to color
31. Touch lightly
32. Surround
35. Breached
37. Aristocratic young woman
38. Dry ravine
39. Hebrew measurement units
40. Supporter
41. Type of sword
42. Influential Irish playwright
43. Witch
44. Flower cluster
45. Mark Wahlberg's animal friend

46. Psychedelic amphetamine
47. Actors' group
48. Cool!
49. Salts
52. Group of SE China
55. Illuminated
56. Semitic Sun god
60. Water (Spanish)
61. Employed
63. Japanese ankle sock
64. Fishing fly
65. Some pheasants are this
66. Literary name for Ireland
67. Must have
68. A way to write
69. One point east of southeast
CLUES DOWN
1. American state
2. Hindu model of ideal man
3. Type of acid
4. Drenches
5. "The Raven" writer
6. Emerged
7. Alpha Centauri: __ Kentaurus
8. Democratic Presidential candidate
9. Hostelry
10. Fathers
11. Any plant with leaves used for flavoring

12. Member of a Semitic people
13. Lesotho monetary unit
21. Lots
23. Jewish address corresponding to "Sir"
25. Male parent
26. A way to get
27. Body part
28. Seam in an organ
29. Landlocked African country
32. Process for producing ammonia
33. Excessive fluid accumulation in tissues
34. Bogged down
36. Native American tribe
37. Unfashionable person
38. Female grunts
40. Well known
41. Gurus
43. Norse mythological site
44. Tell on
46. __ Farrow, actress
47. Cotton fabric
49. Reciter of Scandinavian poems
50. Clouds
51. Satisfies
52. Shuttered Air Force base in Germany
53. Phil __, former CIA
54. Japanese seaport
57. Female horse or zebra
58. First month of ancient Hebrew calendar
59. Trigonometric function
61. Fashionable knowledge (Slang)
62. Insecticide

Last Week’s Answers
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Season One Sports
Wide Open
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

High School athletics in
Oregon is in kind of a freefor-all through the fall until
nearly the first of the new
year, when winter sports
begin.
That is the nature of the
Oregon School Activities Association's Season One that
began on Tues., Sept. 1 and
continues until Dec. 28,
when practices for winterseason sports start.
But, if Jackson County's
COVID-19 conditions imDIALOGUE from page 1

days before that required
four law enforcement agencies to keep tempers at bay.
In the midst of it all,
SOEquity believed that the
rural, wooded EVCA property would be a safe haven
for "children of color" to relate their experiences with
racism and for families and
community members to engage in dialogue about
"standing up to hate and violence."
Instead, the group was
"blind-sided" by the lastminute cancellation, said
Kayla Wade, founder of the
coalition."It really hurt."
After the EVCA board
completed the business portion of the meeting, president Danial Garrison
explained why the association rescinded the rental
agreement. The property
was offered to SOEquity
mid-week after the group
was unable to reserve space
at Palmerton Park in Rogue
River. But, after being
flooded with a wave of social
media threats against the
association and SOEquity,
the board opted to cancel to
guarantee "safety for all,"
Garrison said.
Also, the board felt that
the offer and reservation had
been made in haste without
a full board and association
membership approval. The
association and community
center is governed by the
national and state ParentTeacher Association and has
a clear set of policies and
procedures for renting the
facility. Garrison admitted
that protocol hadn't been followed.
The board also felt that
participants in the event
would be in imminent danger.
Garrison apologized for
not letting SOEquity know of
the cancellation before
sending out a press release
to local media.
Despite the precautions,
the community center was

prove through this month,
Rogue River's fall sports
may be in action beginning
in October.
No, the football team
won't be putting the pads on
this fall, but the Chieftains
might be able to square off
against other schools in the
more summer-styled 7-on-7
passing league.
Aaron
Sturdevant,
Rogue River Junior-Senior
High School's second-year
athletic director, said that,
naturally, athletics have to
take a back seat to the

school district's mastery at
managing the academic part
of the start of the school
year.
"What we decided to do
to start off Season One that
we put a hold on all the practices and on all the (possible)
games
and
competitions, and then we're
waiting," he said. "Our first
check will be on Sept. 22,
and that's when we'll collect
the data. At that point, we'll
be about two weeks into the
school year."

the target of what most considered a "hate crime."
When volunteers and vendors arrived to set up for the
Farmers and Artisans Market on Sunday, August 30,
they found the building had
been defaced with curse
words and racist remarks.
Garrison said that community volunteers, as well as
a crew from Leap Farms, a
nearby cannabis farm,
helped with the cleanup efforts. A couple of SOEquity
members lent a hand too.
"Within five to six hours,
everything was cleaned up,"
Garrison said.
Garrison said photographs and reports of threats
had been handed over to the
Jackson County Sheriff's Office.
Garrison told members
that new security cameras
had been installed inside
and outside of the building.
Wade said that SOEquity's presence at the meeting was to "clear the air" and
reach out to "a community in
pain."
"There is much healing
required. We must work together," she said.
Wade also submitted a
list of expectations to the
EVCA board as follows:
1. The EVCA Board provides an official statement
explaining their facility rental
policy in no uncertain terms.
2. The EVCA Board provides an official statement
explaining who they believed
would create "an escalating
and possible dangerous environment" if the You Are
Enough family-friendly barbecue had taken place at the
Community Center.
3. The EVCA Board provides an official statement
explaining why they believe
an event to uplift the voices
of children of color in their
community is "not a good fit
for the Rogue River/Wimer
community."
4. The EVCA Board provides an official statement
explaining their decision to

release a public statement
canceling the You Are
Enough family-friendly barbecue without notifying
members of SOEquity first.
5. The EVCA makes an
official commitment to antiracism and developing antiracist policies.
"We are holding the
community accountable,"
Wade said. "The Evans Valley community needs to rise
above hate...needs to prove
it is better than hate."
The board believed they
had clarified their actions
and that four of the five had
already been met. Garrison
said the board would iron out
the wrinkles in the facility
rental agreement and would
present any proposed
changes at the October
meeting.
"We always enjoy renting
the property," said Garrison.
"We do not want to discriminate or exclude."
Emily Mann, who works
with SOEquity, felt that the
meeting had gone well. And
that SOEquity's message
had been received.
As testimony, many
EVCA members met with
Wade, Dominque Toyer
(SOEquity co-founder), and
Mann after the meeting to
show their intention to gain a
better understanding of the
group's mission and be more
supportive in the future.
Reach freelance writer
Tammy Asnicar at TammyAsnicar@q.com.

See SPORTS page 7

f VOTE YES ON
LEVY
Please support your
local fire and ambulance
service with a "Yes" vote in
the November Rogue River
Fire District Local Option
Levy. If approved, it will
renew our local operational
tax that expires in 2020-21.
Voting YES will NOT increase the tax currently im-

posed by the District. This
tax has been in effect and
unchanged since 2000 and
will remain the same
through 2025.
A yes vote will ensure
we continue to provide quality ambulance service and
fire protection to our community and its patrons.
The Rogue River Fire
District is the sole provider
of emergency ambulance

care and transport for
Rogue River, Evans Valley
community, and the surrounding area. Rogue River
Fire District is one of only
two fire departments providing ambulance service in
Jackson County.
Thank you for your continued support of our fire
and ambulance services.
John Bond, Director
Rogue River Fire District

Guidelines & Policies for Letters to the Editor:
Letters longer than 300 words may be rejected, and/or may be edited for grammar,
content and length. All letters need a full address (no P.O.’s), phone number and a signature (for our records). No more than one letter from any individual will be published
in 30 days and letters are not guaranteed to be published. The opinions contained in
Letters to the Editor, as well as any bought opinion space, are not the opinions of this
paper or the individuals who run or write articles for the Rogue River Press.

Deadline for submission - Monday before noon.
PARK from page 3

in the creek and picnicking
on the park grounds.
There is a walking bridge
that goes over Evans Creek

that connects the East at
Anna Classick Bicentennial
Park and the West at
Palmerton Park. The name
Palmerton comes from the
Palmerton family. The

Palmertons donated the
park to the city many
decades ago.

Weekdays 9am - 5pm
Sat. and Sun. 9am - 5pm
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The Healthy Geezer:
Fred Cicetti
Rogue River Press

Q. My 90-year-old
mother is extremely independent and doesn't want
me coming with her to see
her doctors. It's frustrat-

ing, because, when she
gets home, I can't get any
decent information from
her. She doesn't ask the
doctors questions. What
can I do about this?
This behavior is very familiar to me. People in my

Companionship At The Doctor Visit

parents' World War II generation are self-reliant, but with
a stronger respect for authority than subsequent generations. These folks tend
not to challenge their doctors
even with simple questions.
I'll give you some infor-

mation you can use to convince your mother that it is in
her best interest to have you
with her when she goes to
the doctor.
A study done at the University of Colorado demonstrated that both patients
and doctors benefit from
having a companion along at
a visit.
"Companions that patients choose to bring to their
medical visits are generally
very helpful and improve the
communication and understanding that occurs between the patient and the
physician," explained Dr.
Lisa M. Schilling, lead author
of the study team.
The researchers analyzed almost 1,300 patient
visits to determine the frequency, role and influence of
companions during outpatient visits. Patients were accompanied by a companion
in almost 3 out of every 10
visits, In 93 percent of the
assisted visits, the companion was a family member.
The study showed that

companions improved doctor-patient communication.
The patients recalled the
physician's advice better,
and were more able to express their concerns to the
physician. According to the
patients, their companions
improved three out of four of
their medical visits.
About 60 percent of the
physicians said that the patients' companions helped
them understand their patients better. Almost half of
the physicians said the companions helped increase the
patient's understanding.
In another study at Johns
Hopkins University, Dr.
Debra Roter and her colleagues reported findings
similar to those at the University of Colorado. The
study at Johns Hopkins included 12,000 Medicare recipients.
The researchers found
that elderly patients who
were accompanied to a doctor's examining room reported greater satisfaction
than those who showed up

in waiting rooms alone.
“Having a companion
made those who were more
ill or less educated on a par
with people who were better
off on those variables,” said
Dr. Roter.
She said that a companion at a doctor’s appointment
can help in the following
ways:
1.) Take notes.
2.) Remind the patient to ask
questions or express concerns.
3.) Provide information the
patient has forgotten, or clarify information for the doctor.
4.) Act as a “translator” who
explains what the doctor and
patient are saying to each
other.
Another recommendation that came out of the
study is for a rehearsal. The
patient and companion
should go over every subject
in advance to prepare for the
visit.

If you would like to ask
a question, write to
fred@healthygeezer.com.

OUR COMMUNITY CHURCHES WELCOME YOU!
FAITH
Lutheran Church
(L.C.M.S.)
8582 Rogue River Hwy.

582-0457

www.faithrogueriver.org

Foots Creek
Chapel
~~
Sunday School
9:30 am

Pastor Evan Goeglein

913 Foots Crk. Rd., Gold Hill

HOPE

Rogue River
Church of Christ

515 Broadway - 582-3282

1775 East Evans Creek Rd

HH H

10:00 a.m.
Pastor Brian Boisen

List Your House
of Worship Here

3625 N. River Road

582-1373

Morning Worship
10:45 am

Hear messages online at
Footscreekchapel.org

Worship
Service and
Children's
Sunday School

OUR LADY OF
THE RIVER

“A Christ-Centered Fellowship”

Worship: 10 a.m.
Family Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Listen On the Air
94.3FM The Bridge

Presbyterian Church

List Your House
of Worship Here

Mass:
SUNDAY - 8:30 A.M.

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

541-582-2524

List Your House
of Worship Here

OF
L AT T E R - D AY S A I N T S

Fr. Willian Holtzinger

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

SUNDAY
9:00 AM

541-450-8964
Sunday Bible Class 10 am
Worship 11 am
Wed. Bible Study 11 am
*Sharing first century
Christianity in the
21st century*

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

For emergencies
requiring a priest, phone:
476-2240

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

GRANTS PASS LDS
STAKE CENTER

Sunday 10am

1969 WILLIAMS HWY

136 Broadway

GRANTS PASS
R O G E R TA N N E R
BISHOP
541.479.5066 (Office)

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

Street
Come Change the World!

541-632-6328
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

ASSISTED LIVING

AUTO PARTS

OPEN

CLEANING

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
Of

Rogue River
200 1st Street • 582-1243
Fax 582-8831
Monday-Friday 8-5:30
Saturday & Sunday 9-3

OPEN

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
DENTIST

EXCAVATION

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
FENCING

GUTTERS

OPEN

PEST CONTROL

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
202535

PREGNANCY CARE

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

PUMP SERVICE

OPEN

PUMP SERVICE

PROMOTIONS

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
REAL ESTATE

OPEN

VETERINARIAN

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
ROGUE RIVER PRESS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Buy a space for only $10.00 per week. 4-WEEK MINIMUM COMMITMENT
ALSO: SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE! OUR SPECIAL GIFT TO YOU!
13 MONTHS FOR THE PRICE OF 12 MONTHS WITH THIS COUPON

☺

☺

B&W ONLY DIMENSIONS: 1.75”W x 2.25”H

The Rogue River Press is published each week and will be delivered to your home
or P.O. Box for only $22 (in Jackson County, OR) for the entire year.
The Press has important information about our community that you won’t find in other area newspapers.
Grocery inserts and award-winning coverage of your community are just some of the benefits!

Call 541-582-1707 for your new business directory ad or subscription today!

ROGUE RIVER PRESS’ BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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GP Downs Back For Fall Season
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

Hoping to build on the
success of its summer meet,
while still hoping to forget its
canceled spring meet,
Grants Pass Downs starts its
second fall season of horse
racing next week, on Mon.,
Sept. 14.
The fall season includes
18 days of racing over nine
weeks, through Tues., Nov.
10.
One noteworthy fact
about the fall season is that
total purses will be at more
than $1 million through the
season, with an average at
better than $60,000 each of
the 18 race days.
Training began on Aug.
31, just days after a tunnel
was constructed underneath
the southwest corner of the
track to allow passage from
the parking lot at the neighboring Grants Pass Family
YMCA to the new soccer
fields inside the infield at the
Don Jackson Racing Facility.
That's just the first of several improvements and
changes planned for the
Grants Pass Downs in the
coming months, including
the construction of a restau-

rant and entertainment center and moving the paddock
to the east side of the grandstand.
COVID-19 restrictions remain in effect through the fall
season, with a limit of no
more than 200 patrons on
race days, with masks and
facial coverings will be
"strongly encouraged." All
employees will wear masks.
Race days are on Mondays and Tuesdays at 4
p.m., which Grants Pass
Downs president Randy
Evers hopes is the local
track's own niche time, a
time that agrees with bettors
who visit the track as well as
ones who will wager on the
races from afar through

ADW -- advance-deposit wagering -- via the Internet or at
off-track betting locations
throughout the state.
"Generally, we looked at
all the racing (locations) in
the country," Evers said.
He said the New York
Racing Association made a
strong suggestion that
Grants Pass run on Mondays and Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
"That's 7 p.m. on the
East Coast, and that's late
enough to where most tracks
on the east coast are winding up," he said. "There's a
lot of strategy and thinking in
scheduling a race meet, and,
honestly, it doesn't mean
someone might not come
right in and schedule on

Monday at 3 (p.m.), 4 or 5."
A new feature of the fall
season is a fall sprint series,
sponsored by the gaming
Website Luckii.com. The
Luckii.com Sprint Series is
three races featuring threeyear-old thoroughbreds, Oct.
5 and 19, and Nov. 3. Some
$15,000 in added purse
money is on the line.
"What we'll do is four
races of five furlongs, with 40
horses, four races of 10
each, $3,200 claiming
races," he said. "And then
we'll run two weeks later, a
second leg, 5.5 furlongs. To
get, you had to run in the first
leg."
Half the horses will be
cut from the first leg, for two

RRP / Archive

Downs Race #4 from Sunday, June 2020

heats of 10 horses at 5.5 furlongs. This is a $4,000 claiming race.
"With a $3,200 claim,
and a horse gets claimed in
the first leg, and then a
$4,000 claiming price, an
owner who has his horse
claimed in the first race could
claim his horseback in the
second race," Evers said.
For the third and final leg,
only the top eight finishers
return for a 6 1/2-furlong
race. The field is then limited
to eight horses because
track rules allow only eight
horses for a 6 1/2-furlong
race.
Grants Pass Downs now
in its fourth season as Oregon's sole commercial race
meet. The Grants Pass
Downs summer season,
which just concluded in July,
had a betting handle of more
than $2.2, more than quadrupling the handle of the
2019 summer season thanks
to a dramatic jump in offtrack betting. Ninety-four percent of the summer season's

handle was driven by off-site
and online wagering.
Evers said that in addition to finishing the tunnel
under the track, specifically
the ramps leading down into
the tunnel, more tack rooms
and stalls for the jockeys
have been built up, and an
ice machine has been donated for the horses will be
the biggest changes from the
summer season coming into
the fall.
"After the fall meet, we
have plans to extend the
quarterhorse chute to 440
yards and move the paddock
and jockeys' room in the winter," Evers said. "But getting
the tunnel and the tack
rooms done were the priorities after the summer meet.
The track should look very
similar this fall to this summer."
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

Visit These Local Businesses, And Help Support Our Local Economy!

Let Your Community Know You Are Open!

A warm thanks goes to all the businesses that are able to stay open and serve customers during this time.
We are especially grateful to those businesses and customers that are able to help us during this time. If you would
like to participate in the “Shop Local” campaign, please give us a call or email. We are giving substantial discounts.
8991 Rogue River Hwy, Rogue River Press 541-582-1707 or RRPress@RogueRiverPress.com
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Board Approves New
Fee Schedule
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

The Jackson County
Board of Commissioners, by
a 2-to-1 vote, approved the
county fee schedule at the
board's August 26 meeting.
This was the first time
the board looked at the
county's fees since July 31,
2019. There are new fees,
and there are decreased
fees, like the $4 decrease for
three-year dog licenses from
$54 to $50, and an $86 decrease in the key fee at the
Rogue Valley International
Medford Airport, to $50.
County Administrator
Danny Jordan said the
members of the board were
concerned about a proposed
restaurant re-inspection fee,
and added that that the fee
has been on the books in the
county for years, "but we
can't find where we've ever
charged the fee.
The fee was set because
when the county issues a
restaurant license, the
county performs two annual
inspections.
"We have some restaurant owners who do not
comply, and blatantly continue not to comply, so a
prior board, in a prior feesetting time, the board set
that fee as a deterrent so
that people would not con-

tinue to force us to return to
their restaurant numerous
times – sometimes 10, 12,
15 times – when we're only
required to do it twice in a licensing process," he said.
The board had also discussed changing the fee
structure for restaurants. It
has been based on the number of tables at a restaurant.
Jordan said there are currently 708 restaurants in the
county that each fall into one
of our categories. There 145
that have 15 or fewer seats,
and there are 46 restaurants
with 151 or more seats.
There are 226 with between
16 and 50 seats, 234 between 51 and 150 seats.
Since each restaurant is inspected twice, there is a
minimum of 1,416 inspections a year, Jordan said, the
inspections can take between two and eight hours to
conduct.
Also, there are 31 campgrounds county personnel is
required to inspect, along
with commissaries, bed and
breakfasts, hotels, even
vending machines, swimming pools, and schools. All
that produces about 3,000
visits in a year, Jordan said,
which are done by four
county environmental health
specialists.
"Those positions are

funded through all of those
fees derived from all of those
venues," he said. "It is not a
general
fund-supported
function, and it is a state-required mandate."
Jordan said the fees are
based on costs from the
year prior, not projected into
the future.
Jordan also said the
board had expressed concern over the re-inspection
fee due to the strain on
restaurants this year. He
said that there is CARES Act
funding that can help offset
restaurants' costs along with
nearly $2 million the county
in revenue in the form of
grants for businesses, available to any business, along
with restaurants, and suggested that the board adopt
the fee structure as suggested.
Another method of
charging fees is by how it
compares to the market, as
an enterprise, including the
Jackson County Fair and
Expo and Parks department.
Commissioners Rick
Dyer and Bob Strosser
voted yes to the new fee
schedule, while Colleen
Roberts voted no.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

The Sept. 22 date was
the first one Superintendent
Patrick Lee identified as the
district's first look at the
statewide and countywide
COVID-19 data in determining whether the district shall
remain in comprehensive
distance-learning or in a position to allow students on either of the campuses.
"We'll have students on
campus for a couple of
weeks," Sturdevant said.
"They're not coming back in
a hybrid model (between distance learning and all students on site), but we have
some pods (cohorts) that'll
be coming on to campus."
The hope is to be able to
open up practices, which
would allow the use of
school facilities indoors and
outdoors.
If the district deems athletics safe on Sept. 22, Sturdevant said practice for all
fall sports teams would likely
start the week of Sept. 28,
with competitions beginning
the first week of October.
Rogue River's football
program, which had been
practicing through Aug. 31,
the last day of summer, according to the OSAA calendar, had asked to be
included in Grants Pass
High School's seven-onseven passing league. The
format, normally to provide
football practice in the summer before official preseason begins, apparently
adapts to play in a fall when
physical contact is still dis-

couraged.
Grants Pass usually
holds its summer passing
league sessions in on Thursday nights, and the same
would be true the fall version, beginning on Oct. 8.
"Rogue River definitely
wants to be a part of it. We
had (Grants Pass) build us
into the schedule, tentatively
on the schedule," Sturdevant
said. "We have to make sure
that the numbers and everything looks good when we
meet on the 22nd, and then
we make the decision to say,
'Yes, we're allowing this to
start taking place again.'"
According to the Oregon
Health Authority, teams from
schools operating in distance learning may only
train, condition, and compete in outdoor non-contact
and minimal-medium-contact sports and participate in
training for outdoor full-contact and indoor sports.
The 7-on-7 football is allowed, provided there is no
contact and that no protective equipment is used. During the summer, the attire is
always shorts and T-shirts
and no helmets, with no real
contact.
The same opportunity
presents itself in boys' soccer, Sturdevant said.
"There's a league in
Southern Oregon, a separate one for all the high
schools that are doing a similar model to what the football's doing, trying to put
together some scrimmages
between teams," he said.
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"They've been building a
schedule. We told them the
same thing. We told them to
put us on the schedule in
October."
Sturdevant said he is
looking into opportunities for
the girls' soccer and volleyball teams through the fourmonth open season.
"I haven't heard anything, conference-wise, for
volleyball or girls' soccer, but
I'm hoping that we can
quickly pull something together for girls' soccer like
we're doing for the boys,"
Sturdevant said. "Volleyball,
it'll just be a question of it
being an inside activity. I'm
hoping they can find some
creative ways to get games
even if it's outside on sand
courts."
Volleyball is permissible
this season, outdoors on
grass or sand pits.
The whole point, of
course, isn't trying to recreate traditional fall sports
competition format. It's simply to get the students off
their feet and moving again.
"The goal here, really, is
thinking about that social,
emotional space for the students and this idea that they
need physical activity and
they need interactions with
their peers, and if we can
provide those in a safe manner for them, then we want
to try to do that," he said.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.
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Weekly Police & Fire
Activity Reports:
EVANS VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
ATL = Attempt To Locate
DCS = Deliver (of a) Controlled Substance
DRE = Drug Recognition Expert; a law enforcement officer
specially trained to identify substance impairment in drivers

High Winds, Dry
Conditions May Mean
Wildfire Problems
Courtesy of ODOT
High winds and dry conditions not only spell extreme
fire danger but could bring
trees down onto the highways.
Travelers returning home
Monday on the last day of
the three-day Labor Day
weekend should use great
caution and be extra aware

of road conditions. High
winds and extremely dry
conditions could mean more
trees falling into the highways.
Motorists should keep
their hot vehicles away from
dry grass, make sure chains
aren’t dragging and causing
sparks and never throw flammable materials out the window.
Remember,
the

devastating Eagle Creek
Fire of 2017 was caused by
a single, legal piece of fireworks.
We all have a role in trying to limit wildfires in Oregon, especially in the hot, dry
and windy conditions we
face this week.
Go to Tripcheck.com for
real time road conditions.

Monday, September 7 Fire
A fire occured on Interstate 5 northbound, MP 47.5,
near City of Rogue River on
Monday, September 7.

Northbound slow lane and
shoulder were closed for firefighting apparatus after a vehicle fire jumped to nearby

grass/trees. NB fast lane
was open. There were expect delays/congestion.

Fatal Crash On Hwy 30
Courtesy of Oregon
State Police
On Monday, September
8, at approximately 7:34
p.m., Oregon State Police
Troopers and emergency
personnel responded to a
single vehicle crash on Hwy

30 near milepost 22.
Preliminary investigation
revealed that a Honda Civic
was westbound when it traveled off the roadway, down
an embankment, and came
to rest partially submerged in
a creek.
The driver sustained fatal

injuries and was pronounced
deceased.
Name will be released
when appropriate.
OSP was assisted by the
Scappoose Police Department, Columbia County
Sheriff's Office and ODOT.

Kidnap Arrest
In Grants Pass
Courtesy of Grants Pass
Dept. Public Safety
On Sunday September
6, at approximately 7:55
p.m., the Grants Pass Police
responded to a report of a
male subject at Riverside
Park who attempted to grab
an 11-year-old girl while she
was on a swing at the park.
The male was reported to
also be following the juvenile
and her mother through the
park, placing them in fear for
their safety.
Officers arrived on scene
and detained the male while
the incident was investigated. At the conclusion of
the investigation, Martin
Brandon Lynch was arrested
for Attempted Kidnapping in
the Second Degree, Menacing, Harassment and Disorderly Conduct in the Second

Martin B Lynch, 31,
of Grants Pass

Degree. Lynch was lodged
at the Josephine County Jail.
Charges: Attempted Kidnapping in the Second Degree,
Menacing, Harassment, Disorderly Conduct in the Second Degree.
The case will be referred
to the Josephine County District Attorney for review and
filing of charges.
Based on the investigation, Lynch does not appear
to be related to previous reported incidents occurring

around local retail establishments.
The Grants Pass Department of Public Safety would
like to remind everyone to be
aware of your surroundings
and remain watchful of children while in public. There
have been several calls involving subjects following
families in public locations.
Being aware will assist with
seeing these individuals and
making prompt calls to local
law enforcement so we can
locate and identify these
subjects. The safety of our
community, especially our
children, is foremost for
everyone who works in
Grants Pass.
Anyone with further information about this incident is
asked the call the Grants
Pass Department of Public
Safety at 541-450-6260.

11:10 a.m.

7:58 p.m.
2:15 p.m.

12:00 a.m.

9/1/2020
8700-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
9/2/2020 - no calls
9/3/2020
14900-Blk Hoerster Ln, RR
9/4/2020
8600-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
9/5/2020 - no calls
9/6/2020
8700-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR

Cancelled

MVC
Medical

Medical

ROGUE RIVER FIRE DISTRICT
12:07 a.m.
4:46 a.m.
10:42 a.m.
11:11 a.m.
12:37 p.m.
12:48 p.m.
1:44 p.m.
3:34 p.m.
2:26 a.m.
5:55 a.m.
8:09 a.m.
11:24 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:36 a.m.
3:58 p.m.
11:13 a.m.
11:52 a.m.
11:54 a.m.
12:48 p.m.
3:31 p.m.
4:49 p.m.
7:58 p.m.
11:47 p.m.
12:26 a.m.
8:17 a.m.
9:02 a.m.
12:48 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:09 p.m.
8:10 p.m.
9:28 p.m.
4:30 a.m.
7:37 a.m.
3:02 p.m.
3:33 p.m.
12:00 a.m.
7:53 a.m.
1:12 p.m.
1:45 p.m.
3:55 p.m.

9/1/2020
4700-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
2300-Blk Galls Creek Rd, GH
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
8700-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
900-Blk Ewe Creek Rd, GP
700-Blk N River Rd, RR
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
4700-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
9/2/2020
1000-Blk NE A St, GP
Redwood Hwy @ 17, WV
700-Blk Boyer Rd, GP
21200-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, WC
500-Blk SW Ramsey Ave, GP
100-Blk Frontage Rd, GH
400-Blk Berglund St, RR
9/3/2020
8900-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
500-Blk Pine St, RR
Lampman Rd @ 1, GH
100-Blk Wards Creek Ln, RR
100-Blk Lloyelen Dr, RR
400-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
14900-Blk Hoerster Ln, RR
2000-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
9/4/2020
600-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
2200-Blk Cullison Rd, GP
200-Blk Westbrook Dr, RR
3900-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
8600-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
1700-Blk Medart Ln, GP
900-Blk NE D St, GP
9/5/2020
1700-Blk SW Jordan St, GP
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
Rogue River Hwy / Foots Creek, GH
2300-Blk 2nd Ave, GH
8700-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
9/6/2020
6800-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
700-Blk Brookside Cir, RR
1100-Blk Fielder Creek Rd, RR
900-Blk Foots Creek Rd, GH

EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
EMS
Fire alarm
EMS
Water assist
EMS
EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
EMS
Odor of gas
EMS
EMS
EMS
Agency assist
Assist to public
Agency assist
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS

ROGUE RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
3:58 p.m.
4:27 p.m.
8:19 p.m.
12:13 a.m.
1:48 a.m.
9:19 a.m.
9:28 a.m.
12:03 p.m.
9:05 a.m.
9:31 a.m.
7:03 p.m.
3:36 p.m.

9/1/2020
300-Blk E Main St, RR
9/2/2020
8900-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
100-Blk W Main St, RR
9/3/2020
5400-Blk Foothill Blvd, GP
90-Blk Pine St, RR
8900-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
100-Blk Broadway St, RR
Double R Pub, RR
9/4/2020
Rogue River Police Department
100-Blk Oak St, RR
500-Blk E Main St, RR
9/5/2020
500-Blk E Main St, RR
9/6/2020 - no calls listed

Larceny - all other
Suspicious activity x2
Drug law
Assist public
Suspicious activity
Larceny - all other
Fail to register as SO
All other - trespass
Assist public
Assist public
Drug law/DWS/speed
Property found
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Oregon DEQ Issues
Air-Quality Advisory

The Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality
has issued an air-quality advisory for Jackson and
Josephine Counties. This
will be in effect until fires are
under control and/or the
DEQ states a change.
With the current weather
patterns and wildfire activity
in Oregon, Josephine and
Jackson County will see
smoke levels fluctuate between moderate and very
unhealthy. People need to
be observant of the air quality during this wildfire season. Smoke levels can rise
and fall rapidly depending on
weather factors, including
wind direction.
The overlap of the
COVID-19 pandemic with
wildfire season in the United
States complicates public
health response to wildfire
smoke.
Wildfire smoke is a complex mixture of air pollutants
that are harmful to human
health. Exposure to air pollutants in wildfire smoke can
irritate the lungs, cause inflammation, alter immune
function and increase susceptibility to respiratory in-

fections.
Populations known to be
vulnerable to wildfire smoke
exposures include:
• Children younger than
18
• Adults age 65 years or
older
• Pregnant women
• People with chronic
health conditions such as
heart or lung disease, including asthma and diabetes
• Outdoor workers
• People of low socioeconomic status, including
those who are experiencing
homelessness and with limited access to medical care
• People who have had
COVID-19 and are recovering from the disease
During a wildfire smoke
event, Josephine County
Public Health officials advise
people to take the following
precautions:
• Understand that planning may be different this
year because of the need to
protect yourself and others
from COVID-19; if you travel
to escape the smoke, you
must be considerate of the
health of the communities
you’re traveling to for their

protection and yours
• Be aware of smoke concentrations in your area
• Avoid smoke by staying
indoors and by closing windows and doors
• Avoid physical activity in
smoky conditions
• Use air conditioning and
air filter or cleaners, creating
a cleaner air space inside a
home
People exposed to
smoky conditions and who
suffer from asthma or other
respiratory problems should
follow their breathing management plans or contact
their healthcare providers.
It is currently not recommended to use N95 or P100
respirators to prevent smoke
exposure, as these particulate respirators are in short
supply and are needed by
healthcare workers responding to COVID-19. The best
way to reduce exposure to
wildfire smoke is to stay indoors.
Visit the DEQ’s Air Quality Index to see real-time air
monitoring data from monitors placed around Oregon
at https://oraqi.deq.state.or.
us/home/map. The DEQ
also has a mobile app for the
AQI. Keep in mind that monitoring locations are limited,
pollution levels may be
higher in some areas and
wildfire smoke levels can
rise and fall rapidly.
For information on
smoke and wildfires in Oregon, visit http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com.

SEPT. 12, 1985
The Rogue River School
Board voted to approve bids
for repair of school roofs and
installation of new lights at
Beck Field. The decision
came at a special board
meeting called after the previous week's meeting, at
which new superintendent
Carl Shaff was clearly upset
by the board's refusal to act
on the bids.
Gold Hill city recorder Jo
James, along with clerk
Brenda Williams, walked out
of city hall after Gold Hill City
Council had acted to limit
James's powers. The move
was the latest in the ongoing
conflict in Gold Hill city politics.
SEPT. 12, 1990
Twenty years of searching and curiosity ended on
Sept. 6 as Debra Jones of
Boca Raton, Fla, stepped off
a plane in Medford and into
the arms of her father, Ray
Crow, owner of Video Library in Rogue River. It was
their first contact in 26 years.
"It was so beautiful," said
Ruth Mill, the woman responsible for the reunion.
SEPT. 13, 1995
The Rogue River Accordion Club presented its annual concert at the Senior
Center Annex Sept. 17th.
The five-year-old organization was founded by Dennis
Classick when he wondered
if there were any other accordion players in the area.
Classick had been playing
the accordion since his
mother bought him one as a

boy. He took his accordion
into the service with him but
never really learned how to
play it. Jerry Bodlak, a barracks mate, heard Classick's
attempts at music and
grabbed his accordion. "I
never knew there was that
much music in that thing,"
said Classick.
SEPT. 13, 2000
Joy Mills traveled in her
pick-up truck, full to the brim
of her possessions in the
bed and her birds in her cab.
Mills, (aka the Bird Lady),
slowly made her return to
Grants Pass, where she
was born. "I was under severe stress, and I got to a
breaking point,' said Mills.
Being a Jehovah's Witness,
she prayed for help. The result was her birds. "These
are a gift," she said. "The
birds help me. Everyday, I
say "thanks" for these birds."
SEPT. 14, 2005
"Corporate mogul" may
be the next step in the career of Jennifer Murphy, a
Rogue River native, entrepreneur, and former beauty
queen who would compete
on the new season of The
Apprentice.
SEPT. 15, 2010
Tinder-dry conditions
and combustible fuels created a "perfect storm," when
an errant spark from a pickaxe hitting a chunk of quartz
ignited the hillsides east of
Gold Hill Sept. 12th. The
blaze erupted into a wildfire
that leveled one home and
threatened dozens of others. By 6 pm, a tornado-like
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plume of smoke swept up
and over the heavily
forested ravine toward Central Point.
SEPT. 9, 2015
Rogue River's Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post
4116 held its annual Patriot's
Run, and it was a big success. VFW Auxiliary president Sherri Prudhon said
that more than $6,200 was
raised during the event.
"That was our tenth year,"
she said. "We had more
than 68 riders but sold more
than 100 poker hands. The
quilt auction brought in more
than $360. Our silent auction brought in over $1,700.
Rogue River Police Department (RRPD) officers
have been busy catching a
suspect in an attempted
murder incident was just one
of the things officers had to
deal with. According to
RRPD Chief Ken Lewis, Cpl.
Chris Snyder did an "excellent job of tracking down and
arresting" attempted murder
suspect Shad Gary Dunbar.
SEPT. 11, 2019
Cougars were prowling
the Wimer area again. The
previous week, area resident Melissa Bryanne Mendick posted on social media
that she had lost a pair of
ducks when two mountain
lion cubs attacked on Sept.
2nd. Her partner, Brad
Maxey, shot and killed the
cubs. Then Maxey shot and
killed another cub after it attacked two goats. Maxey
said the ODF and Wildlife
knew about both incidents.

ROGUE RIVER PRESS WEATHER
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

HIGH 100º
LOW 58º

HIGH 98º
LOW 57º

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

HIGH 98º
LOW 57º

HIGH 96º
LOW 57º

HIGH 87º
LOW 57º

HIGH 84º
LOW 57º

HIGH 82º
LOW 55º

& FISHING REPORT
APPLEGATE RESERVOIR:
TROUT

RIVER TEMPERATURE......................61.1 DEGREES
RIVER FLOW...............................2010 CU FT PER SECOND
RIVER LEVEL..........................................2.09 FEET
Water Info Is As Of Tuesday Morning
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OREGON
Oregon Authors

Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins
Life Among the Piutes: Their Wrongs and Claims

NEW MOON
SEPTEMBER 17

FULL MOON
SEPTEMBER 2

THURSDAY
SUNRISE: 6:47AM
MOONSET: 3:00PM
SUNSET: 7:32PM
MOONRISE: NONE

FRIDAY
MOONRISE: 12:13AM
SUNRISE: 6:48AM
MOONSET: 3:59PM
SUNSET: 7:30PM

SATURDAY
MOONRISE: 1:04AM
SUNRISE: 6:49AM
MOONSET: 4:53PM
SUNSET: 7:28PM

SUNDAY
MOONRISE: 2:05AM
SUNRISE: 6:50AM

MOONSET: 5:40PM
SUNSET: 7:27PM

MONDAY
MOONRISE: 3:13AM
SUNRISE: 6:52AM
MOONSET: 6:21PM
SUNSET: 7:25PM

TUESDAY
MOONRISE: 4:27AM
SUNRISE: 6:53AM
MOONSET: 6:57PM
SUNSET: 7:23PM

WEDNESDAY
MOONRISE: 5:44AM
SUNRISE: 6:54AM
SUNSET: 7:21PM
MOONSET: 7:29PM

Sarah
Winnemucca's account
of life of her Piute
people is both facscinating and sad.
Her father sent her
to a boarding
school where she
learned to read,
write, and speak
English as a teenager. She later put these
skills to work as an interpreter for her
people. Sarah was a consistent voice for
the decent treatment for her people and
for a peaceful resolution to conflicts, but
the tragic history of the period proves that
honorable treatment was the exception
rather than the rule. Her account of the interactions of Native Americans and
whites stands as a sobering reminder.

The reservoir is 23 percent full
with an elevation of 1,923.4 ft.
Reservoir operations, elevations and boat ramp levels can
be viewed by hovering over
icons on the US Army Corps
Rogue Basin Teacup webpage.
The USFS has closed Hart-tish
boat ramp for the season due to
low water. Copper becomes unusable around 1920 feet elevation, so the best bet is French
Gulch for the rest of the year.
Good tactics for trout at Applegate lake include trolling a
wedding ring lure or Little
Cleo. All visitors should practice leave no trace tactics and
pack out their own trash if facilities are closed. Nearby is
Squaw Lakes. This quaint, but
popular weekend destination is
a non-motorized boating waterway. It has a large population of
illegally introduced yellow
perch. Like many local lakes
where these have been illegally
introduced, perch tend to overpopulate and stunt themselves.
Anglers can easily catch these
fish from shore and are encour-

aged to harvest as many as possible. Last updated 9/2/2020
CHETCO RIVER:
CUTTHROAT TROUT

This is a good time of year for
anglers to start fishing some of
the tributaries to the Chetco.
Cutthroat fishing can be very
good on some of the larger tributaries. Last updated 8/19/20.
ROGUE RIVER, MIDDLE:
CHINOOK SALMON, STEELHEAD, RAINBOW TROUT

ODFW monitoring in the lower
river has shown Chinook
movement the last two weeks.
These fish should be starting to
show in the Galice through
Grants Pass area. Chinook fishing is open from Fishers Ferry
downstream to Hog Creek
through the month of September. Upstream of Fishers Ferry,
all Chinook fishing is closed for
the entire river. As of Sept. 1,
the fly-only season is also in effect upstream of Fishers Ferry.
No bait or added weights or attachments can be on your line.
Spin-casters can employ a bubble or similar floating device,
and a fly; this can be a very effective set-up when fished with

a good presentation. There are
many BLM public access
points to bank fish from Hog
Creek to Graves Creek. This is
often referred to the “Galice
area.” You will have plenty of
rafting traffic in this section of
water this time of year. Recent
reports indicate that halfpounder steelhead are showing
in the Robertson Bridge area all
the way down to Galice and
Graves Creek. These can be
very fun to fish with spinners or
early morning fly swinging.
They are a great beginner fishery, readily hitting small spinners tipped with a nightcrawler.
Wild half-pounders may not be
kept. Locally-owned and operated tackle stores in Grants Pass
have excellent gear and very
fresh bait that is specific to the
Rogue and to your particular
technique. Go check them out
and offer them support during
this time. Last updated 9/2/20.
Fishing report info courtesy of
https://myodfw.com/recreationreport/fishing-report/southwest-zone.
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Evening TV

Rogue River Press Evening TV & Movie Listings are provided “AS IS” and on an “AS AVAILABLE” basis without any representation or endorsement of any kind.
We do not guarantee programming days/times as that is at the discretion of the various stations and is subject to change without notice.
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OREGON FBI TECH:
BUILDING A DIGITAL
DEFENSE FOR
ONLINE SCHOOL
Welcome to the Oregon
FBI’s Tech segment. This
week: building a digital defense as your kids head
back to school online.
Last week we talked
about steps that parents
could take to ensure that you
are prepared to manage
your child’s online environment in our new virtual
world. We covered topics
such as platform safety, data
retention, and privacy matters. Today, we are going to
talk about ways that you can
help your children learn to be
safe as they navigate cyber
school.
We have an easy way to
help you start those discussions about appropriate online behavior and the
damage that they can do to
themselves and others if
they make poor choices. The
FBI has a cyber citizenship
program called Safe Online
Surfing – or SOS – to teach
kids in third through eighth
grade about safe and responsible internet use. The
interactive, game-based program emphasizes the importance of cyber safety topics
such as password security,
smart surfing habits, and the
safeguarding of personal information.
SCHOOL from page 1

the student's packet of materials. The materials were
arranged on the floor of the
school commons by name.
Any visitors to the interior of
the school had to sign in,
have at least a visual check
or temperature check, and
then sign out when the visitor's business was done.
"Our distribution of materials was a huge success,"
RRJSHS principal Chris
Carmiencke said. "We had
less than 25 students who
did not get their supplies,
which, by my calculations,
equates to a 95-percent
pick-up rate for the students
and families, which I would
consider an A according to
our grading scale."
Carmiencke said his staff
was "filled with joy" at being
able to see the students,
even briefly for a quick
check-in, and that it's ready
for what could be a long-haul
with distance learning.
"Our staff has been
amazingly positive and dedicated to making this work,"
he said. "We have been able
to rely on each other as support for technology, teaching
strategies for distance learning, and just realizing the reality that we will not have
students filling our physical
classrooms."
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Making Each Day
Better For Others

This free program can be
used by families at home or
by teachers in the schools.
Kids can work at their own
pace to complete the island
activities and don't have to
finish in one sitting. The FBI
does not keep individual student data. For more information about the SOS program,
go to https://sos.fbi.gov.
For those with teens in
the family, here are some
other steps to take:
• Make sure you know
what apps are on all the devices in your home.
• Check your child’s devices and accounts regularly.
Parents should have the
passwords to every device
and every app or social
media platform the student is
using.
• Make clear your expectations about appropriate behavior and privacy.
• Make sure your kids
keep passwords and PINs a
secret from classmates.
Even friends could give your

password away or use it in
ways you don’t want.
• Make sure they set their
privacy settings to the highest levels on all devices and
social media accounts. Emphasize that they should
only share their thoughts
and appropriate photos with
friends – not friends of
friends
or
complete
strangers.
Finally, we are lucky that
in Oregon we have a really
effective program to help
kids deal with cyber bullying
and other threats. It’s called
Safe Oregon, and it is a program that brings law enforcement and school
officials together to help kids.
Y ou can report cyber bullying to Safe Oregon online
at
https://www.safeoregon.com/. There’s also information on that website about
other ways you can report
concerns by calling, texting
or emailing. Choose the option that works best for you.

Morgan Mottle, the principal at South Valley Academy, which already has
distance learning as part of
its infrastructure, said the
start of his school's third year
has also been a success.
"We were pleased with
the response from students
and families. RRSD was
proactive in our purchasing
of WiFi potshots for the families who did not have access to the Internet," he
said. "Our teachers are energized and ready to start
working with students to
come (Sept. 8)."
The mobile hot spots can
be picked up and taken to
any location to allow the student to work and send materials online.
In her school's August 20
newsletter, Rogue River Elementary School principal
Jamie Wright said that families said they wanted a format for distance learning
similar to last spring when
the COVID-19 quarantine
first closed area schools
down, but with more academic rigor and support from
a classroom teacher and
with fewer passwords and
log-ins.
Wright said RRES will
use Connexus, a home
school program, as its main
academic platform. Con

nexus uses a live-lesson setting, with email communication and support guidance
for parents or whoever is
helping with distance learning.
She said students will be
placed at their ability level
and work at their own pace.
She added that the Oregon
Department of Education requires teachers to make
some kind of contact with
students each day and that
it requires the schools to
offer some form of social or
emotional support for children during the period of
Comprehensive Distance
Learning.
Parents were offered a
chance at orientation on how
to use the Google Chromebook to assist their children
before school started on
Sept. 8, complete with a login training.
Students that are struggling within distance learning
can be allowed to come to
school, as long as health requirements are met for limited in-person support, and
no longer than two hours a
day.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.
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Rhonda Schock's work in the Rogue River and Wimer communities has made her "a hero" in many families' eyes

Tammy Asnicar
Rogue River Press

There is a chalkboard
encased in a window frame
that stands in the entryway
of Rhonda Schock's home. It
simply reads: "Others."
She says it's a daily reminder to keep a positive
outlook on how to make
each day better for others.
She, her family, and her staff
ask themselves: "Who can
we serve today?"
Hearing and answering
what Schock calls the "cry"
of the community is both her
vocation and avocation.
As the owner and operator of Great Beginning Childcare and Preschool in
downtown Rogue River and
The Great Outdoors Preschool in Wimer, Schock has
her fingertips on the pulse of
families in both communities. She also oversees afterschool programs for the
Rogue River School District.
She also organizes free
weekly Kaleidoscope playgroups in Rogue River and
Wimer so that children have
a safe place to be and families a community in which to
belong.
When Rogue River
Press asked for names of ordinary people doing extraordinary things, Schock's
name came up several
times.
Angeline Ayriss has
known Schock, or "Miss
Rhonda," as she is known
around town for several
years. She described her
mentor, her friend, her boss
as "a pillar of the community."
She said Schock, "bends
over backward to help families afford child care. I've
seen her hustle furniture,
clothing, food, etc. for families in need."
Others called her "a
hero," "a child advocate,"...
someone "who gives 100
percent to all kids in the
community."
Schock says it's all in a
day's work.

"Taking care of each
other is what humans do,"
she said.
Schock was part of a
team that Rachel Reber from
Redline Engraving assembled to help with soliciting
donations to fill a bag of
goodies for each of the 2020
graduates of Rogue River
Senior High, South Valley
Academy and River's Edge
Academy Charter school.
Celebrating the seniors' accomplishments in a year interrupted and then cut short
was important to her, the
team and evidentially the
community at-large. The
team collected $16,000
worth of cash and gifts within
the first week.
When cabin fever was
heating up during the
COVID-19
lockdown,
Schock organized two impromptu, social-distancing
street dances in the Pine
Street parking lot between
Great Beginnings and the elementary school's west
campus. She parked her
truck and cranked up the vehicle's stereo.
One gentleman told her
he hadn't seen another
human being in three weeks.
"(The music and the
dancing) was what we all
needed at that moment!"
Schock, a protective factors trainer, lists "social connections," "strengthening
community," and "offering
concrete supports for parents and families" as key
factors in helping children,
parents, and communities
become more resilient in
times of crisis.
And certainly, the last six
months have brought unprecedented challenges to
working parents, students,
educators, and childcare
providers. She has slashed
her fees to make care more
affordable for working parents while giving her staff
raises to compensate for the
added duties necessary to
comply with COVID-19
guidelines.

Schock and her husband,
Jeff, moved from Medford to
Rogue River 20 years ago
when Gabby, the youngest
of their five children, was an
infant. Their property, a mile
away from downtown Rogue
River, is nestled in the
woods – just rural enough
for their kids to raise animals
for 4-H competitions and
enjoy the great outdoors.
A childcare provider and
preschool teacher for the
better part of 35 years,
Schock at first offered only
afterschool childcare. That's
because she had jumped in
with both feet as an educational assistant, ParentTeacher
Association
member, and co-chair and
co-organizer of major events
like the annual Halloween
Carnival, a talent show, and
Easter egg hunt at Evans
Valley Elementary School
when the school was the
hub of the Wimer community.
When the Rogue River
School District closed EVES'
doors in 2010, Schock,
along with dozens of Wimer
residents, fought to reclaim
the 29-acre property as a
community center and outdoor recreation site in 2012.
She and husband Jeff were
part of a team that in 2014
launched the annual Elk
Highland Games and May
Day Festival – a major fundraising event that has helped
underwrite improvements
and upgrades to the historic
property. In early August,
Schock was elected vicepresident of the Evans Valley Community Association.
She hopes to be a bridge between all the entities interested in preserving the
history of the property,
strengthening community
ties, and planning major
events in the future.
"I have a heart for and a
love of this community," she
said.
Reach freelance writer
Tammy Asnicar at TammyAsnicar@q.com.

