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For the first time since
March 13, most of the students in the Rogue River
School District will be on
campus on Tues., February
16.
It was the first day of Hybrid Learning at the district
schools, after seven months
of Comprehensive Distance
Learning.
'It's been an interesting
year, and I can say without a
doubt that Chieftain Nation is
not the same without the students here," Rogue River
Junior-Senior High principal
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Chris Carmiencke said in his
school's orientation video
shown to the juniors and
seniors in the morning on
February 16, and the seventh-grade students in the
afternoon.
Buses rolled out just
after 7 a.m. For the morning
sessions at both schools, at
8 a.m., at RRJSHS, and
8:15 a.m., students at Rogue
River Elementary School.
While many students in
district schools are on campus, ready to return to at
least semi-normal school,
others have opted to remain
in distance learning through
the end of the year.

Some 87 percent of students at RRJSHS will be on
campus through the end of
the year, as long as an outbreak doesn't happen at
school.
If that should happen,
RRSD
Superintendent
Patrick Lee said, at the February 25 special school
board meeting at which the
board accepted the district's
hybrid plan, that quarantines
would be the effect, as would
a return to distance learning.
At the Elementary
School, 73 percent of students, or 343, are on campus, with 128, or 27 percent

The Jackson County
Board of Commissioners
began their Feb. 10 meeting by honoring Julie Ball
and Ron Savage from the
Circus of Screams Haunted
House for its monthly Community Service award.
The Circus of Screams,
scaring the Rogue Valley's
young and old every Halloween season since 2007,
has been a great boon in
fundraising efforts for youth
groups and high school athletic teams from all over the
area. The Rogue River Junior-Senior High School
Wrestling program, among
others, has participated in
and benefited from Circus
of Screams.
Ball and Savage were
nominated by Julian Cordle,
the chairman of the Medford Parks and Recreation
Committee.
Planning for each upcoming Circus of Screams
begins in January each
year, and volunteers paint
and redecorate the rooms
at the Circus of Screams
haunted house in Eagle
Point during the summers.
Area prep athletes work as
athletes, trained to adhere
to the Circus's customer
service standards, for eight

nights during the season.
Circus of Screams has
donated
more
than
$250,000 to local high
school teams, helping them
pay for road trip travel and
new uniforms and local
charities. Also, Circus customers receive discounts if
they bring canned goods for
donation to local food
banks. It has donated more
than 40,000 pounds of nonperishable food.
Commissioner
Rick
Dyer said he'd visited Circus of Screams several
times over the years but
had, last fall, went on Cordle's invitation to get a behind-the-scenes look at the
presentation.
"It really was amazing.
These kids, the way they
come together to make this
happen. They're really into
it," he said. "It's scary, too, I
will say!"
See HONORED page 7

See SCHOOL page 6
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In 32 years working in
education, Samantha Steele
said she has never had a job
she didn't love. Her current
and soon-to-be last job as
superintendent of Central
Point School District 6 has
been her most challenging
and most surprising, she
said. And one she will miss
when she retires in June.
Looking out of the window in her downtown Central
Point office, Steele can see
and hear students playing
basketball and running
around on the nearby Central Point Elementary play-

ground.
“I will miss the people,
my staff and the students,”
she said.
And, in a pandemic year
when COVID-19 sidelined all
high school sports, it is bittersweet to leave not having
watched a single football,
basketball, or baseball game
since last spring or attended
school plays and other activities.
“I typically spent three
nights a week going to student activities,” she said.
Steele began her career
in the Eagle Point School
District, where she taught
high school English for ten

(Photo by Tammy Asnicar, Rogue River Press)

Central Point School District
Samantha Steele will retire in June.

years. During an emergency
transition, she stepped in
mid-year to serve as vice
principal – a post she had for
a year. She moved over to

District 6, where she was
hired as vice principal at
Crater High School. Her
"dream job," she said, would
have been working as a high
school principal.
Steele admitted she
never had any aspirations of
going into administration.
“But, you know how you
think you are going to be
doing one thing with your life
and you end up doing another? So, it was for me,”
she said.
Her path to the superintendent's office began with
an assignment as director of
education, working under
then-superintendent Randy

Gravon. When her boss retired eight years ago, she
was promoted to superintendent after the school
board launched an intradistrict search.
Again, the school board
is looking internally first for
the most qualified candidate
– a process that has worked
well in the past.
“I think the last four or
five superintendents have
been hired from within the
district,” Steele said.
An online community
survey has been posted on
the CPSD website. Comments from District 6 patrons
See RETIRE page 12
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Community Events
Welcome Back! The Rogue
River SDA Church at 4300
North River Road, Rogue
River, will re-open the
Church ACCESS food pantry
to clients beginning Wed.,
Oct 14. Open times will be 911:45 am on the second and
fourth Wed each month.
COVID-19 rules of 6ft distancing and wearing masks
will be enforced to ensure all
will be protected. We are
looking forward to serving
our community friends again.
1111111111

Weekdays 9am - 5pm
Sat. and Sun. 9am - 5pm

The Rogue River Civic Improvement Club is looking
for new members to volunteer with the longest established club in Rogue River.
We meet monthly and welcome new comers. Rogue
River Civic Improvement
Club meets at 135 Oak St.
Any Questions call Karen at
541-660-7264.
1111111111
Food & Friends Needs Volunteers. Food and Friends,
the Meals on Wheels program of Jackson and
Josephine Counties, provides hot, nutritious meals
and a friendly visit to hundreds of homebound seniors. Home delivery drivers
are urgently needed in
Rogue River on Mondays
Tuesdays. Meals are delivered Monday through Friday
between 10:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. Mileage reim-

bursement is available. For
more info, call Jon Pfefferle,
Volunteer Coordinator, at
(541)734-9505ext.4.
1111111111
Rogue River Community
Center is looking for volunteers to drive people to and
from their medical/dental appointments. This program is
for those seniors who can
not drive themselves.
Mileage reimbursement is
available. Please call for
more info 582-0609.
1111111111
Options for Southern Oregon, Inc. offers FREE
Community Health and
Wellness Classes for 18 yrs
and older. Seeking Safety on
Wednesday’s from 5:30 to
6:30pm, at Options Hillside
Center, 1545 Harbeck Rd,
Grants Pass. For more information call 541-476-2373
or 541- 582-4805.

SEE BREAKING NEWS ON THE WEB!
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Rogue River Press Puzzles

CLUES ACROSS
1. Big tech firm
4. Picked
10. Type of whale
11. A woman of refinement
12. New England state
14. Common gibbon
15. Tall coniferous tree
16. State capital
18. Making a liquid muddy
22. Vinegary
23. Peninsula
24. Thee
26. Atomic #55
27. Used in units of measurement
28. Welsh female name
30. Arab ruler title
31. One's mother
34. Trap
36. Soviet Socialist Republic
37. Assn. of oil-producing countries
39. Holy fire

40. Emit coherent radiation
41. Atomic #81
42. Orthodox Jewish college
48. Herbs
50. Ran after
51. Begin again
52. Named
53. Barbary sheep
54. Unwell
55. Postscript
56. Drivers
58. One point east (clockwise) of due north
59. Prim
60. A facility equipped for sports or
physical training
CLUES DOWN
1. Small islands
2. Skullcap
3. Unexplained events
4. One hundredth of a meter
5. Beloved baseball announcer
6. Repulsive

7. Northern European languages
8. Match or surpass
9. Northeast
12. Chew the fat
13. Innovative industry
17. Land to put down to grass
19. Products
20. Nostril
21. Surprise Icelandic politician
25. Conclusive acts
29. Inform on
31. Grinding tooth
32. Keep up
33. Tablelands
35. Raising
38. Mythical creature
41. Hums
43. Mountain in Antarctica
44. Neighborhood in Manhattan
45. Distinctive practice
46. Vice president
47. Contributes to
49. Small bones
56. Oil company
57. Empire State

Last Week’s Answers
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RR Fall Sports
Will Begin
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

Rogue River Junior-Senior High School may begin
two of its fall sports besides
football, along with one other
that usually competes in the
winter and spring.
The loss of one team,
though, was one that was
feared, with several seniors
lost from its 2019 team.
The Chieftain boys' soccer team, which played club
matches through the fall, is
expected to have at least 13
players for its six-match season that begins on March 10
and ends on April 3.
The RRJSHS girls' soccer program is sitting out this
season, however, due to
numbers.
"We lost seven seniors
last year from a roster of 13.
Of the returning players, we
only have four committed to
returning. As far as I know,
only one player interested
that has never played (was
also)," girls' coach Rob Hileman said, "So we made the
hard decision to shut the season down (last) week."
Both Hileman and Sturdevant
said players in the girls' program have an opportunity to
play in the boys' program.
Volleyball, a "minimaland-medium contact" sport,
may start the same week
boys' and girls' soccer starts
practicing, the week of February 22, but more guidance
is needed for that to happen.
"As of right now, schools
in extreme risk counties are
not allowed to have more
than 6 athletes in the gym at
a time," Sturdevant said. "Obviously, this means no games
and no traditional practices.
The county risk levels are
measured every week and
the OSAA makes changes
based off those numbers
every two weeks."
What that means, he
said, is that volleyball could
be allowed in Jackson county
after February 25 if Jackson
County's numbers show improvement into the "High
Risk" category. Until then,
Rogue River continues with
modified practices to accommodate the six-players rule.
Like its football counterpart, the Chieftain volleyball
team practiced in July and
August last summer, had to
pause in September but
could get back into the gym
in October and November,

coach Sarah Wicks said.
"The new-ish guidance
that restricts (to) six in the
gym, we have not had to
work under up to this point
but we will begin practices
again on (March 16), and
will," Wick said. "We purchased some outdoor nets in
the fall, and we will be attempting stations indoors and
outdoors for players to rotate
through in groups."
Identified as the most
popular among activities at
RRJSHS, Wicks said the program had substantial numbers in the summer that tailed
off a little in the fall.
'There has been a lot of
mixed messages and confusion around (whether) will we
or won't we have a season,"
she said. "Considering we're
not a contact sport, it is pretty
shocking that will still have
not been given the green light
even though we are an indoor sport."
Because the school won't
be fielding a girls' soccer
team, players from the girls'
team may play for the Chieftain boys' team.
"Any of them who
chooses to take that step will
be welcomed to the team
considering we do not have
fantastic numbers as it is during these crazy times," Chieftain boys' co-coach Gavin
Decker said.
The school's equestrian
team, a non-funded club
team of three members, had
one meet at the Jackson
County Expo in January, canceled but scheduled three
others later in the spring, the
first one March 12-14. Rogue
River coach Korey Hamilton
said the Southern District
board was set to meet with
Jackson County health department officials to glean
some guidance on safely running a meet.
In April and May, the
team has two other meets at
the Expo, with a weekend in
June if either of Expo meets
cannot be conducted.
The Oregon High School
Equestrian Teams' (OHSET)
state championship meet
was canceled in a stateboard decision last month.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

This Week In The
Old West: Arizona Rangers

By Dakota Livesay
Special to the Press

On February 15, 1909 a
highly effective law enforcement agency was disbanded. They were in
existence for only 8 years.
But they were directly responsible for our 48th state.
Ever heard of the Arizona Rangers? That’s right,
the Arizona Rangers. Although they weren’t as famous as the Texas Rangers,
they were ever bit as brave.
And they were even more
voracious at capturing criminals.
It all started in 1901. Ari-

zona wanted to become a
state, but the U.S. Congress
wouldn’t accept them because of the amount of
crime in the territory.
Most of the crime took
place in the southeast part
of the Territory. People
would commit a crime in
New Mexico or Old Mexico
and escape to Arizona. Or
they would commit a crime
in Arizona and escape to
New Mexico or Old Mexico.
During the Ranger’s existence their headquarters
moved to the town where
the most crimes were taking
place.
They had to provide their
own pistol. But they were
provided with ammunition
and a horse to ride. There
was no uniform. At first
there was not even a badge.
And, when a badge was provided, most Rangers carried
it concealed so they could
operate under cover.
The Arizona Rangers av-

eraged about 1,000 arrests
per year with an 80% conviction rate.
Borders meant nothing to
the Rangers. They would
travel into New Mexico or
Old Mexico, with or without
the approval of the Mexican
Government.
On February 15, 1909
the Arizona Rangers fell victim to politics. They were
formed by a Republican
Governor and Legislature.
Eight years later, the Democrats got control of the
Arizona Legislator, and feeling the Arizona Rangers
were a Republican organization, they immediately
passed legislation disbanding them. Some Rangers
discovered they no longer
had a job when they returned to their office several
days after being disbanded.
Incidentally, three years
after the demise of the Arizona Rangers, Arizona became our 48th state.
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Outdoor
Dining
&

You too can
advertise here call
541-582-1708
• Free promo ends 2.24.21 •

~ 0UTDOOR ~
DINING
AND TAKEOUT

Paisano’s
510 E Main St
12-8pm
Closed Sundays

(541) 582-5990

Bee Gees
506 E Main St
8am-8pm Daily
(541) 582-4147

River Station
510 E Main St
4-8pm
Closed Mondays

(541) 299-0315

Tailholt Coffee
207 E Main St
Mon-Fri 7am-2pm
Sat-Sun 11-8pm
(541) 299-0316
Online Orders tailholtcoffee.com

Foots Ck Mkt
3175 RR Hwy
6am-7pm Daily
(541) 582-3339

Serving Rogue River for
over 15 years
• Massage Therapist In Office
• Electrical Muscle Stim
& Ultrasound
• We Do Insurance Billing
• Medicare Accepted

~ TAKEOUT ~

Taqueria

Noah G. Jarvie, DC

582-6508
www.rrchiro.net

Located in the West Main Center - 109 W. Main Street

La Guacamaya
9001 RR Hwy
10am-8:00pm
Closed Sundays

(541) 582-0089

Wimer Mkt
8816 E Evans Ck
7am-6pm Daily
(541) 582-3371

Abby’s Pizza
121 Pine St
11am-9pm Daily
(541) 582-0508
Delivery & Takeout

Subway
205 E Main St
10am-8pm Daily
(541) 299-0070
Takeout & Online Orders

Tarascos
119 E Main St
11am-8:30pm
Closed Mondays

(541) 582-3329

Baci’s
510 E Main St
Tue, Wed, Sun 11-8pm
Thu, Fri, Sat 11-9pm
Monday Closed

(541) 582-0508
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The Healthy Geezer: Part 2 Memory And Aging
Fred Cicetti
Rogue River Press

[This is the second of two
columns about memory
and aging.]
The difference between
normal and abnormal mem-

ory difficulties comes down
to this: If you forget a name
or where you left your keys,
you're probably okay. If you
can't remember how to
brush your teeth, you need
medical attention.
Here are more memory

problems that aren't part of
normal aging:
*Noticeable deterioration of
memory over several
months.
*Repeating stories you told
only minutes before, or asking the same questions over

and over
*Inability to keep track of
what you did earlier in the
day
*Forgetting how to do things
you've done many times
*Getting lost in a familiar
place
*Unexplained mood changes
*Forgetting common words
when speaking or using the
wrong words such as
“phone” for “TV remote.”
*Difficulty following directions
*Trouble deciding
*Difficulty handling money
That old saw about staying young at heart apparently works to improve your
memory.According to one
study, older people who believe their age diminished
their memory may be undermining their mental abilities.
The study was done at North
Carolina State University.
The researchers worked
with about 100 adults in two
groups in their 60s and over70. Participants were asked
to do a series of tasks involving arithmetic and memorization. The researchers

told some of those tested
that their age might affect the
test results. The study found
that members of this group
did worse than those who
weren't influenced by the
testers.
What does aging really
do to your brain?
We begin to lose brain
cells slowly in our 20s. The
body also starts to make less
brain chemicals. Aging may
affect memory by changing
the way the brain stores and
retrieves information.
Your short-term and remote memories aren't usually affected by aging. But
your recent memory may be
affected. That's why you forget where you put your keys
two hours ago.
The following are some
techniques you can use to
help you remember things:
* I'm listing this one first because it works every time for
me. Put important items,
such as your keys, in the
same place every time.
When I've lost my car keys,
I've found them in the weird-

est places.
* When you can't think of a
word, go through the alphabet in your mind. When you
get to the first letter of the
word, you might recall it.
* Jotting appointments and
reminders on a calendar
helps. Most cell phones have
a calendar in them. I put
everything I have to remember in my cell.
* Make lists for everything-shopping, chores, items to
take when traveling.
* Rely on routines. If you associate lunch with taking
your medicine, it will help
you remember. Associations
are important for remembering other things such as a
route to a friend's house.
* When you are introduced
to someone, repeat the person's name to yourself several times.

If you would like to ask
a question, write to
fred@healthygeezer.com.

OUR COMMUNITY CHURCHES WELCOME YOU!
FAITH
Lutheran Church
(L.C.M.S.)
8582 Rogue River Hwy.

582-0457

www.faithrogueriver.org

Foots Creek
Chapel
~~
Sunday School
9:30 am

Pastor Evan Goeglein

913 Foots Crk. Rd., Gold Hill

HOPE

Rogue River
Church of Christ

515 Broadway - 582-3282

1775 East Evans Creek Rd

HH H

10:00 a.m.
Pastor Brian Boisen

List Your House
of Worship Here

3625 N. River Road

582-1373

Morning Worship
10:45 am

Hear messages online at
Footscreekchapel.org

Worship
Service and
Children's
Sunday School

OUR LADY OF
THE RIVER

“A Christ-Centered Fellowship”

Worship: 10 a.m.
Family Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Listen On the Air
94.3FM The Bridge

Presbyterian Church

List Your House
of Worship Here

Mass:
SUNDAY - 8:30 A.M.

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

541-582-2524

List Your House
of Worship Here

JESUS CHRIST
OF
L AT T E R - D AY S A I N T S

Fr. Willian Holtzinger

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

SUNDAY
10:30 A.M.

541-450-8964
Sunday Bible Class 10 am
Worship 11 am
Wed. Bible Study 11 am
*Sharing first century
Christianity in the
21st century*

THE CHURCH OF

For emergencies
requiring a priest, phone:
476-2240

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

GRANTS PASS LDS
STAKE CENTER

Sunday 10am

1969 WILLIAMS HWY

136 Broadway

GRANTS PASS
R O G E R TA N N E R
BISHOP
541.479.5066 (Office)

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

Street
Come Change the World!

541-632-6328
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

ASSISTED LIVING

AUTO PARTS

OPEN

CLEANING

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
Of

Rogue River
200 1st Street • 582-1243
Fax 582-8831
Monday-Friday 8-5:30
Saturday & Sunday 9-3

OPEN

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
DENTIST

EXCAVATION

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
FENCING

GUTTERS

OPEN

PEST CONTROL

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
202535

OPEN

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

PUMP SERVICE

OPEN

PUMP SERVICE

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT

B&W ONLY

B&W ONLY

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
OPEN

VETERINARIAN

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
ROGUE RIVER PRESS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Buy a space for only $10.00 per week. 4-WEEK MINIMUM COMMITMENT
B&W ONLY DIMENSIONS: 1.75”W x 2.25”H
ALSO: SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE! OUR SPECIAL GIFT TO YOU!
13 MONTHS FOR THE PRICE OF 12 MONTHS WITH THIS COUPON

☺

☺

PROMOTIONS

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION

REAL ESTATE

Parker Pratt • (541) 476-6326

The Rogue River Press is published each week and will be delivered to your home
or P.O. Box for only $22 (in Jackson County, OR) for the entire year.
The Press has important information about our community that you won’t find in other area newspapers.
Grocery inserts and award-winning coverage of your community are just some of the benefits!

Call 541-582-1707 for your new business directory ad or subscription today!
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Chieftains Football
Is Back
FEB. 19, 2020
The Rogue River Jr/Sr
High wrestling team celebrated after winning the
Class 2A-1A District 3 title at
North Lake High School on
Feb. 15. The Chieftains won
with 219.5 points. Four
Chieftains automatically
qualified for the state tournament, with another five waiting for word whether they
will get to compete at state.
FEB. 17, 2016
Rogue River High
School’s Chieftain Cheer
squad competed at the
OSAA Cheerleading State
Championships in Portland,
OR Feb. 13. The Chieftains
finished 18th out of 18
schools in the Coed Small
team division in the competition held at Portland Memorial Coliseum.
FEB. 23. 2011
A deeply divided Rogue
river School community continued to debate the best solution to the school districts
looming budget crisis and
how to attract and retain students. The possible closure
of Evans Valley Elementary
was at the heart of the discussion. Due to declining
enrollment there, it was on
the list of budget reductions.
FEB. 22, 2006
At a Standstill- Bridge
cables will be examined for
rust damage. Though it was
initially scheduled to be
completed two months ago,
the new Depot Street Bridge
still sat idle. But because of
the delays, rumors have
begun swirling about the future of the project. One particular rumor was that

Jackson County was preparing a lawsuit against the firm
in charge of the bridge’s
construction.
Jackson
County Engineer Mike Kuntz
denies any such thing.
FEB. 21, 2001
A proposal to increase
the salaries of four of the
Rogue River School District
administrators was part of
the agenda for a special
board meeting. If approved,
the group would receive a
total raise of $19,289 for the
2001-2002 school year.
Early retirement would not
be allowed for current or
new principals, medical
costs would be capped at
$480 per month, and the administrators would continue
to pick up their own PERS
under the proposal.
FEB. 21, 1996
It took only two days to
garner more than enough
team and gain the necessary signatures to place a
term limit petition for Rogue
River on May 21 ballot.
Rogue River city councilor
Earl Shamblin said he collected over 300 signatures.
He turned in the signatures
at Rogue River City hall
on Feb. 20.
FEB. 20, 1991
Rogue River Mayor
Larry Miller said this is the
ugliest part of town. He
breaks it down into three
"ugliest." The bridge is the
"first ugliest," he said. The
freeway underpass was the
second, and the clutter of
Depot Street was the third.
Miller faults the bridge for
being dirty and continuously
full of potholes. Unfortu-

nately, the city couldn't do
anything with the bridge, the
underpass, or the railroad.
Still, it could urge businesses to spruce up Depot
Street to entice more travelers to enter the city.
About 4,200 gallons of
diesel fuel the Rogue River
School District had long
sought to get rid of was finally given away to Del Rio
Orchards to use in orchard
smudge pots. The tank was
located at the Rogue River
Elementary School supplied
the oil for boilers before they
were converted to gas.
FEB. 20, 1986
Considerable increases
in insurance premiums were
causing area schools, cities,
and fire districts to cut coverage and take money from
other budget categories.
The increases appeared to
have been caused by the
drop in interest rates. Insurance companies were reportedly cutting premiums to
get added cash to invest in
high-return securities. The
drop in interest rates meant
that companies were seeking to make up the difference with higher premiums.
FEB. 19, 1981
Barbara Griffin, a storyteller spent a week in Wimer
at Evans Valley Elementary
telling stories and directing
puppet making. Children
hung on every word of "How
the Animals got their Fur."
Over 50 break-ins occurred within a few months
in Rogue River. Businesses
were warned to lock down
their doors, money, and
valuables.

Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

Guidance from Oregon
Governor Kate Brown had
hinted at the Oregon School
Activities' Executive Board's
Meeting. The meeting allowed high school boys' and
girls' soccer and cross country earlier this week. The
OSAA announced that the
ban on outdoor contact
sports had been lifted, allowing for a football season in
March and April, on Wed.,
February 10.
"Yes, I was surprised that
the Governor and OHA lifted
the restrictions on outdoor
contact sports a few days
after the season had officially started," Aaron Sturdevant, the athletic director at
Rogue River Junior-Senior
High School (RRJSHS),
said. "The students that are
allowed to return to sports
are thrilled to get some aspects of their life back to normal.
"Sports will still look and
feel very different this year,
but it is much better than
having nothing at all."
No high school sporting
events have been contested
since March 7, 2020. High
school football had been
banned as a "full-contact"
sport even since last summer, but it was further codified in OSAA measures set
forth in early August.
Brown, to the surprise of
many around the state who
didn't believe she cared
about high school athletics,
admitted that it has been "a
difficult year for Oregon's

young athletes." She saw
the opportunity, with COVID19 numbers have dropped,
"to work with our health experts to re-evaluate our protocols for sports," she said.
The allowance of outdoor contact sports, Gov.
Brown said, is based on
county risk level. In High
Risk and Extreme Risk
counties, like Jackson and
Josephine counties, schools
can "opt-in" with additional
protocols. These include offering on-site responsive
testing for symptomatic individuals and close contacts,
contact tracing information,
a waiver identifying health
and safety risks, and a commitment to isolation and
quarantine if exposed to
COVID-19.
Those schools must also
be qualified to have Limited
In-Person Instruction this
year, which Rogue River
schools have had for
months, intending to achieve
hybrid in-person instruction
for students this school year.
Schools in the Rogue River
School District are open on
a hybrid schedule beginning
this week.
Rogue River Junior-Senior High football coach Mike
McCormick announced a
five-game schedule, beginning Fri., March 5, with a
game at Bandon. Three of
the five games will be played
at Mel Ingram Field at
Grants Pass High School, including March 12 (Glide), 26
(Coquille), and April 2 (Illinois Valley). The Chiefs also
head to Lakeview on March

were greeted on the first
day, whether they arrived in
continuing CDL.
the morning or mid-day, to a
At South Valley Acad- network of arrows to direct
emy, about 39 percent of its
students as they moved bestudents attend school eitween classes. They were
ther in the morning or afterasked to treat it as a freeway
noon, compared to 61
percent in CDL. That's simi- to their classes. They didn't
lar to how SVA, the district's stop at their lockers – with
third grade through 12th al- students asked to keep
ternative school, had stu- everything in their backdents attend pre-COVID a packs, and lockers aren't in
use.
year ago.
Every student was pro“It is great to have students back, safely,” SVA vided a CDC-compliant
principal Morgan Cottle said. mask. Their bandannas,
Students at RRJSHS neck gaiters, and face
SCHOOL from page 1

19.
"Unfortunately, our fields
at the high school do not
drain well and become very
muddy even during the regular fall season," Sturdevant
said. "The OSAA's decision
to change the timing of high
school sports seasons resulted in moving fall sports to
the middle of winter. Of
course, this means worse
weather and worse field conditions. The Grants Pass
School District has been
very gracious in working with
us to schedule games on
their turf field."
Sturdevant said most of
the students who practiced
with the football team in August and then played in the
Chieftains' five seven-onseven scrimmages in October and November have
been able to come out again
the OSAA calls Season Two,
the fall sports in winter and
spring.
In August, the OSAA announced that it would not
use its system of ranking
teams, with all teams playing
only local teams. A final "culminating event week" is
scheduled for April 5-11. It
hasn't been decided what
that final week will entail.
Sturdevant is waiting for
further guidance regarding
COVID testing options for
sports since testing is a stipulation for "opting in" for a
full-contact sport.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.
shields (alone) were not acceptable.
"We have lots of soap
and lots of water," RRJSHS
assistant principal Tori Kirkpatrick said, as she mentioned "the three Ws,"
"Watch your distance, Wash
your hands and Wear your
mask."
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen

at

Brian@

RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.
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FREDA
LORENE
(BRADFORD, REISWIG,
SMITH) BABCOCK, 99,
passed peacefully on
Thursday, February 11,
2021, at Lake Stevens
Adult Family Home in Lake
Stevens, WA. She was a
Loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,
and
great-great-grandmother.
Freda was born on May
9, 1921, in Long Creek,
OR. She was a Rogue
River High School graduate. During World War II,

Freda and her son, Gerald,
lived in a lookout tower in
Grants Pass. She was a retired Real Estate Agent and
Nurse. She worked 19
years at a State Hospital in
Seattle, WA. She enjoyed
scrapbooking, genealogy,
meeting people, and gold
panning with her greatgrandson, Michael.
Freda was preceded in
death by: Frederick Valentine Bradford, Blanche
(Harper Bradford) and Dr.
John Wesley Harryman,
Fred and Bonnie Bradford,
Gerald Reiswig, Shirley
(Schulke) Reiswig, Gordon
Reiswig, Debra Reiswig,
Jazmine Weitlauf, and Elsie
Reiswig.
Freda is survived by:
Larry and Sharon Babcock
Stephanie and Paul Weitlauf; her grandchildren:
Mark Schultz, Tammy
Trumbull, Patty Pinza, Carrie Stairs, Kathryn Heathcote, Paul Weitlauf JR,
Alissa Main-Barich, Chrysta
Cress, Becca Pommer,

Adam and Sammy Babcock; Michelle and Eric
Schregardus; her greatgrandchildren: Michael and
Sarah Schultz, Kaidin
Trumbull, Kayla and
Michelle Pinza, Calibur
Spallinger, Melody and Harmony Main, Symphony
Barich, Kaila Crockett;
Kayla, Caroline, Ruthie,
Cadence, Kasiah, Charlise,
Christiana and Charles
Stairs; Jaxon and Reznor
Weitlauf, Lucas and Sophia
Heathcote; Braeden, Fynley, Rowyn, and Addison
Cress; Ayden, Andrew and
Bella Babcock; Annalise
and Owen Pommer; and
her great-great-grandchildren: Trenton and Levi
Schultz, Bella Ottaway, and
Parker Crockett.
A special thanks to her
nieces, Judy Tuttle and
Linda Harvey.
A graveside memorial
will be officiated by Dr
Jacqueline Walden this
spring/summer at Hillcrest
Memorial in Grants Pass.
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Circus of Screams offers
a less-scary version during
the Halloween season, too.
Last fall, with social distancing, a "drive-through" Circus
was offered.
Following a public hearing, the board accepted the
annexation of a property at
4400 Kane Creek Road in
Central Point to the Jackson
County Rural Fire Protection
District No. 3.
The
commissioners
signed off on an intergovernmental agreement with the
Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT). The
transportation department
has been commissioned to
lead cleanup activities following the county's catastrophic fires last fall. The
work will include removing
hazardous trees and debris,

working along right-of-ways
the county requests, and removing wildfire debris on
personal property where
ODOT has right-of-way. The
agreement is over the next
two years.
Another intergovernmental agreement was with the
Oregon Health Authority.
The OHA was awarded federal funding to provide the
Maternal, Infant, and Early
Childhood Home Visiting
Program. The county will
support 118 eligible families
through the Nurse-Family
Partnership, which provides
a personal nurse to offer advice and support to first-time
mothers and mothers with
children. The program
comes with revenue to the
county at $349,500 for the
one-year agreement.
Colleen Roberts said she

would be interested in hearing a "progress report of the
help this actually is to our
county" due to the funding.
“Because it's not a new
program, and it'd be interesting to see the success stories from it,” she said.
The commissioners also
vacated a portion of the
right-of-way of Hillcrest Road
in Medford. The portion of
Hillcrest was occupied by
the Hillcrest Orchard Packing House, a historic structure registered with the
National Register of Historic
Places established in April
1879.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.
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AND YOUR HEALTH

Dental Hygiene Is About More Than Just Your Teeth
Individuals tend to learn about dental hygiene at an early age. On the recommendation of their children’s pediatricians, parents may begin brushing their youngsters’
teeth the moment the first tooth breaks through the gums. While proper dental hygiene
is vital to oral health, it also can have a profound effect on the rest of the body.
According to the Mayo Clinic, poor oral health might contribute to various diseases
and conditions. Periodontitis is a severe yet preventable gum infection that can lead
to tooth loss if left untreated. But the threat of periodontitis doesn’t end in the mouth.
The American Academy of Periodontology notes there’s a connection between periodontitis and several other diseases. While bacteria was long suspected to be the link
between periodontitis and other diseases in the body, the AAP notes that recent research points to inflammation as the culprit that connects periodontitis with diseases
such as diabetes and heart disease.
• Diabetes: The AAP notes that people with diabetes are at increased risk for periodontal disease, speculating that diabetes patients’ risk is higher because people
with diabetes are more vulnerable to infections than those without diabetes. While that
suggests periodontal disease is a byproduct of diabetes, the AAP notes that research
points to the relationship being a two-way street. Periodontal disease may make it
more difficult for people with diabetes to control their blood sugar, making dental hygiene an especially vital component of routine healthcare for people with diabetes.
• Heart disease: The AAP notes that research indicates periodontal disease increases a person’s risk for heart disease, with the inflammation caused by the former
leading to the latter. People with existing heart conditions also may find that periodontal
disease exacerbates those conditions. The Mayo Clinic notes that the link between
heart disease and periodontal disease is not fully understood, but enough studies have
been conducted for scientists to support the notion that the two are connected.
Can periodontal disease be prevented?
Periodontal disease is preventable. A daily dental hygiene regimen that includes
brushing after meals, flossing at least once per day and swishing with mouthwash are
some simple, healthy habits that can prevent periodontal disease. In addition, the AAP
recommends that people at increased risk for periodontal disease, including the elderly
and smokers, should discuss their risk with their dental professionals.
Dental hygiene can do more for individuals than produce a mouthful of pearly
white teeth. In fact, people who prioritize dental hygiene may lower their risks for various diseases.
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GP = Grants Pass
ME = Merlin
MF = Medford
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WV = Wilderville

12:51 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

It’s Been 26 Years Since He
Disappeared - Can You
Help Solve This Case?
Detectives with the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office
are seeking information related to an open missing person case from 1995.
“It has been 26 years
since he disappeared.
Someone out there has information; and we just need
them to come forward to
help us bring a sense of
peace to his family,” Detective Kevin Dodds remarked
about the case.
On February 12, 1995,
Curtis Dale Hill was reported
missing to the Douglas
County Sheriff’s Office. An
extensive investigation was
conducted into Hill’s disappearance; however, he has
never been located and the
circumstances of his disappearance remain limited.
“The Sheriff’s Office
never closes a missing person case where the person
has not been located. The
cases remain open and are

periodically reviewed and efforts to glean
additional information are
made,” Sgt.
Brad O’Dell
said.
In 2009,
the case was
re-opened by
the Cold Case
Squad, a former division of
the Sheriff’s
Office made up
Curtis Dale Hill
of retired law
enforcement officers who vestigative files and seeking
volunteered their time re- assistance from the public.
Anyone with information
viewing cases. At that time,
on
the
whereabouts of Curtis
the investigators re-interviewed friends and family but Dale Hill or the circumwere unable to turn up any stances surrounding his disappearance is asked to call
viable leads.
Work on the case was the DCSO Detectives Tip
again conducted in 2011 and Line at (541) 957-2099 or
2012 by the Detectives Divi- send an email to dcso.pio@
sion. The Sheriff’s Office is co.douglas.or.us referencing
again combing over the in- Case #95-0845.

Domestic Menacing
With Shots Fired
On Wednesday, February 10 the Grants Pass Department of Public Safety
received multiple 911 calls of
a domestic disturbance in
the 1100 block of SW G
Street.
It was reported a male
and female were arguing,
and subjects were running
back and forth from a vehicle
to a residence. As police
units were responding, 911
callers reported hearing gun
shots, and seeing a dark colored SUV leave the scene at
a high rate of speed.
When police arrived, a
perimeter was established
around the residence. Police
contacted the occupants of
the apartment and requested
they exit.
Two females were initially detained until police
could ensure nobody was injured inside, and there was

Braeden Laahs

no immediate danger to the
public. Police collected evidence outside that confirmed
gun shots had been fired.
Through the investigation that followed, one of the
females at the apartment
was determined to have
been the victim of domestic
menacing with a firearm. The
suspect, who was known to
the victim, was located by
police near his home in the
200 block of SW High St.
The suspect was taken
into custody and identified as

18-year-old Braeden Laahs.
The ensuing investigation revealed a firearm and other
related items that were
seized for evidentiary purposes. Laahs was later
lodged at the Josephine
County Jail on the following
charges.
1. Unlawful Use of a
Weapon (Firearm)
2. Felon in Possession of a
Firearm
3. Domestic Menacing
4. Pointing a Firearm at Another
5. Disorderly Conduct
Upon completion of the
investigation, further charges
may follow. If anyone has information related to this incident, we ask that you please
call the Grants Pass Department of Public Safety at
(541) 450-6260 and reference Case # 2021-6275.

8:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2/8/2021
7000-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
2/9/2021
Covered Bridge Rd / E Evans Creek Rd, RR
2/10/2021
2000-Blk Queens Branch Rd, RR
2/11/2021
7000-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
2/12/2021
8000-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
600-Blk Covered Bridge Rd, RR
2/13/2021 - no calls
2/14/2021
100-Blk Murphy Gulch Rd, RR

Medical
Medical
Medical
Public assist
Medical
Medical

Cancelled en route

ROGUE RIVER FIRE DISTRICT
12:52 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
4:06 p.m.
4:28 p.m.
8:19 p.m.
1:28 a.m.
10:48 a.m.
2:34 p.m.
2:39 p.m.
5:07 p.m.
6:13 p.m.
8:11 p.m.
7:23 a.m.
8:01 a.m.
9:49 a.m.
4:17 p.m.
4:36 p.m.
4:44 p.m.
12:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:13 a.m.
12:19 p.m.
12:34 p.m.
6:20 p.m.
10:53 p.m.
8:55 a.m.
9:04 a.m.
2:48 p.m.
3:46 p.m.
4:10 p.m.
7:11 p.m.
9:40 p.m.
10:47 p.m.
12:01 a.m.
12:24 a.m.
12:39 a.m.
2:46 a.m.
5:57 a.m.
9:22 a.m.
5:58 p.m.
10:56 p.m.
4:11 a.m.
6:31 a.m.
11:44 a.m.
1:51 p.m.
6:42 p.m.
7:55 p.m.

2/8/2021
7200-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
400-Blk Cedar St, RR
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
100-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
2/9/2021
1900-Blk 2nd Ave, GH
100-Blk Broadway St, RR
2200-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
600-Blk Pine St, RR
100-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
300-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
Covered Bridge Rd / E Evans Creek Rd, RR
2/10/2021
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
2000-Blk Queens Branch Rd, RR
3300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
2200-Blk NW Highland Ave, GP
900-Blk SW 6th St, GP
2200-Blk NW Highland Ave, GP
2/11/2021
100-Blk Shangrila Ln, RR
2900-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
500-Blk E Main St, RR
100-Blk Shangrila Ln, RR
SB Interstate 5 @ 54, GP
200-Blk Manzanita Dr, RR
2000-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
2/12/2021
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
8200-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
600-Blk Pine St, RR
11800-Blk Old Stage Rd, GH
700-Blk Garnet Ln, GP
200-Blk Classick Dr, RR
600-Blk Covered Bridge Rd, RR
500-Blk NW Valley View Dr, GP
2/13/2021
1200-Blk 4th Ave, GH
8800-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
400-Blk 2nd St, RR
11800-Blk Old Stage Rd, GH
100-Blk Shangrila Ln, RR
5800-Blk Foothill Blvd, GP
100-Blk Hickory Dr, RR
Highway 238 @ 10, GP
2/14/2021
500-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
400-Blk Magerle Ln, RR
11800-Blk Old Stage Rd, GH
100-Blk Murphy Gulch Rd, RR
NB Exit 48 Off-Ramp, RR
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR

EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
Public assist
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
Public assist
EMS
EMS
Explosion
EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
Agency assist
Illegal burn
EMS
Public assist
EMS
EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
Vehicle fire
EMS
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Asparagus Beds Will Last Decades
By Kym Pokorny
kym.pokorny@oregonstate.edu
541-737-3380

Growing asparagus requires patience – from planting to harvest takes two to
three years, but the wait is
well worth the reward.
Homegrown asparagus
is one of the earliest vegetables of spring. Its quality is
much better than storebought spears, and it’s less
expensive. Once established, this vegetable easy to
grow. And asparagus is
beautiful. A member of the
lily family, its fern-like foliage
turns from green to gold in
fall, and can be a backdrop
to chrysanthemums or other
late-season flowers.
Oregon State University

Extension Service horticulturists say preparing an asparagus bed properly will
reward you for decades.
Asparagus is a hardy
perennial and should be
planted as soon as the soil
can be properly prepared in
the spring. Usually asparagus is started from 1-yearold plants, rather than from
seed. The plants you purchase in early spring are dormant crowns (no leaves) and
look like an octopus, with
long fleshy roots extending
from the crown. Avoid buying
crowns that are dried out or
have rotten areas. If you
can’t plant the crowns right
away, keep them cool and
moist until you are able to
get them in the ground.

Choose a site for the asparagus in full sun. Foliage
will reach a height of 5 to 6
feet during the summer so
place your asparagus bed
where it won’t shade out
smaller plants. Good soil
preparation is a key to success. It's important to dig
deeply to remove weeds and
amend the soil with plenty of
organic matter. Asparagus
will not grow well in heavy,
poorly drained soils and
doesn’t compete well with
weeds. Prepare the growing
site to a depth of at least 12
inches and add a general
slow-release fertilizer, Check
the pH with a do-it-yourself
test from a garden center or
a laboratory, and add lime if
you soil is acidic.

Plant your asparagus
crowns into the prepared
bed about three to four
weeks before the last frost
date. After amending the
soil, dig a trench about 6
inches deep, place the
crowns at the bottom of the
trench about 12 inches
apart. Place the bud pointing
up, spread the roots and
cover the crowns with 2
inches of the soil from the
bed. As the spears lengthen
through the spring, fill in the
trench with soil, leaving the
tips exposed. Keep the soil
moisture consistent through
the first year so the asparagus crowns can get established.
Starting from seed is less
common but can be a less

expensive way to make an
asparagus bed. It will take an
extra year (four rather than
three) for seed-started asparagus to reach a harvestable
stage.
For
information on growing
seeds, we have a video, as
well as an article. You can
search the OSU Extension
publications catalog or news
feed for more resources.
Do not harvest the
spears the first spring of
planting. They should be left
to form "ferns," which provide food for the plant. The
second spring after planting,
a few shoots can be harvested, but only for a week
or two. Leave the rest to feed
developing roots. The third
spring and thereafter, har-

vest spears until mid-June,
then allow the fern to grow
and keep the root crown
healthy.
Asparagus should be fertilized in the spring as spears
emerge and again right after
the last harvest in June for
older plantings.
To harvest, grasp 5- to 8inch-long spears at the base
and bend them toward the
ground. The spear will snap
where it is free of fiber.
Spears may also be cut with
a knife, but make sure not to
damage the emerging
spears. Quality deteriorates
rapidly after harvest. If you
can't eat your asparagus immediately, refrigerate or
process it.
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NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS NO. 21PB00957.
In the Circuit Court of the
State of Oregon for Jackson
County in the Matter of the
Estate of AUGUST EDWARD ANDERSON, De-

ceased. Notice is hereby
given that Anita C. Eubanks
has been appointed personal representative of the
estate of the decedent
herein. All persons having
claims against the estate are

required to present them
with proper vouchers to the
attorney for the personal representative, Jeffrey W. Foxx
at his post office address
listed below within four
months after the date of first

publication of this notice or
they may be barred. All persons whose rights may be
affected by these proceedings may obtain additional information from the records of
the Court, the personal rep-

resentative, or the attorney
for the personal representative. Dated and first published this 17th day of
February, 2021. Anita C. Eubanks, Personal Representative, 192 Janney Lane,

Medford, Oregon 97501. /s/
Jeffrey W. Foxx, Attorney for
Personal Representative,
P.O. Box #4218, Medford,
OR 97501-0158; (541) 7732008.

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
NO. 21PB00408
In the Circuit Court of the State of Oregon for Jackson
County in the Matter of the Estate of ALBERT MERCINE
CAREY, also known as ALBERT M. CAREY, Deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has
been appointed and has qualified as the personal representative of the above entitled estate. All persons having claims

against the estate are hereby required to present their
claims, with proper vouchers attached, to the undersigned
personal representative at the personal representative’s attorneys CRAIG W. MONEN, P.C., 214 E. Main St., PO Box
1408, Rogue River, Oregon 97537, within four months after
the date of first publication of this notice, or the claims may
be barred.
All persons whose rights may be affected by the proceed-

ings in this estate may obtain additional information from the
records of the court, the personal representative, or the attorney for the personal representative.

NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS CASE NO.:
21PB00520. IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON FOR
THE COUNTY OF JACKSON In the Matter of the Estate of RICHARD ARTHUR
MORAN, Deceased. NO-

419 S. Oakdale Ave., Medford, OR 97501, within four
months after the date of first
publication of this notice, or
the claims may be barred. All
persons whose rights may
be affected by the proceedings may obtain additional information from the records of

TIVE: Linda McGraw, 255
Colver Road, #84, Talent,
OR 97540; 541-890-1052;
Horsigrl1@gmail.com.
LAWYER FOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE: James
J. Stout, Attorney at Law,
419 S. Oakdale Avenue,
Medford, OR 97501; (541)

TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned has
been appointed personal
representative. All persons
having claims against the estate are required to present
them, with vouchers attached, to the undersigned
personal representative at

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

the Court, the personal representative, or the lawyer for
the personal representative,
James J. Stout. Dated and
first published on February 17, 2021. /s Linda McGraw,
Personal
Representative.
PERSONAL
REPRESENTA-

Dated and first published February 3, 2021.
Terry L. Gressett
Personal Representative

618-8888, (541) 618-9015
fax;
JJStout1@aol.com;
OSB No. 934737; Attorney
for the Personal Representative.

THE ROGUE RIVER CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021
AT 6:00 P.M. AND THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 AT 6:00
P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL TO
CONSIDER THE REPLACEMENT OF ROGUE RIVER MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 18.10, ANNEXATION PROCEDURES.
ALL INTERESTED CITIZENS WILL HAVE THE OPPOR-

TUNITY TO GIVE WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMENT. THIS
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO
ROGUE RIVER MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 17.125,
ZONING AMENDMENT PROCESS.
Failure of an issue to be raised in a hearing, in person,
or by letter or failure to provide statements or evidence sufficient to afford the City Council an opportunity to respond to
the issue precludes appeal to the City Council based on that
issue.
A copy of the ordinance, all documents and evidence
submitted by or on behalf of the Planning Commission and

applicable criteria will be available for inspection on February
2, 2021 at no cost, and will be provided for sale at a reasonable cost. Please call the City Recorder's office to make
arrangements.
Carol J. Weir, MMC
City Recorder

TS No. OR05000026-19-1S
APN 1-079507-8 TO No
200135147-OR-MSO
TRUSTEE'S NOTICE OF
SALE Reference is made to
that certain Trust Deed made
by, DAVID L. NEWCOMB as
Grantor to NORTHWEST
TRUSTEE SERIVCES, INC.
as Trustee, in favor of SEATTLE MORTGAGE COMPANY,
as
designated
nominee
for
SEATTLE
MORTGAGE COMPANY,
Beneficiary of the security instrument, its successors and
assigns, dated as of May 21,
2007 and recorded on May
25, 2007 as Instrument No.
2007-025195 and the beneficial interest was assigned
to CHAMPION MORTGAGE
COMPANY and recorded
November 27, 2012 as Instrument Number 2012040531 of official records in
the Office of the Recorder of
Jackson County, Oregon towit: APN: 1-079507-8 LOT

mortgagors, pursuant to
paragraph 7 under the Note,
and pursuant to paragraph 9
of the Deed of Trust. By this
reason of said default the
Beneficiary has declared all
obligations secured by said
Trust Deed immediately due
and payable, said sums
being the following, to-wit:
The sum of $212,748.15 together with interest thereon
from July 7, 2018 until paid;
and all Trustee’s fees, foreclosure costs and any sums
advanced by the Beneficiary
pursuant to the terms of said
Trust Deed. Wherefore, notice is hereby given that, the
undersigned Trustee will on
June 16, 2021 at the hour of
11:00 AM, Standard of Time,
as established by Section
187.110, Oregon Revised
Statues, at the Oakdale entrance steps to the County
Offices building at 10 S Oakdale, Medford, OR 97501
County of Jackson, sell at

costs, Trustee’s or attorney’s
fees and curing any other
default complained of in the
Notice of Default by tendering the performance required
under the obligation or Trust
Deed, at any time prior to
five days before the date last
set for sale. Without limiting
the Trustee’s disclaimer of
representations or warranties, Oregon law requires
the Trustee to state in this
notice that some residential
property sold at a Trustee’s
sale may have been used in
manufacturing methamphetamines, the chemical components of which are known
to be toxic. Prospective purchasers of residential property should be aware of this
potential danger before deciding to place a bid for this
property at the Trustee’s
sale. In construing this notice, the masculine gender
includes the feminine and
the neuter, the singular in-

TEN (10), PARKWOOD
SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY
OF MEDFORD, JACKSON
COUNTY, OREGON, ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT THEREOF,
RECORDED IN VOLUME
16,
PAGE
89,
PLAT
RECORDS
Commonly
known as: 2051 YOUNG CT,
MEDFORD, OR 97504 Both
the Beneficiary, Nationstar
Mortgage LLC DBA Champion Mortgage Company,
and the Trustee, Nathan F.
Smith, Esq., OSB #120112,
have elected to sell the said
real property to satisfy the
obligations secured by said
Trust Deed and notice has
been recorded pursuant to
Section 86.735(3) of Oregon
Revised Statutes. The default for which the foreclosure is made is the Grantor’s
failure to pay: Failed to pay
the principal balance which
became all due and payable
based upon the death of all

public auction to the highest
bidder for cash the interest in
the said described real property which the Grantor had or
had power to convey at the
time of the execution by him
of the said Trust Deed, together with any interest
which the Grantor or his successors in interest acquired
after the execution of said
Trust Deed, to satisfy the
foregoing obligations thereby
secured and the costs and
expenses of sale, including a
reasonable charge by the
Trustee. Notice is further
given that any person named
in Section 86.753 of Oregon
Revised Statutes has the
right to have the foreclosure
proceeding dismissed and
the Trust Deed reinstated by
payment to the Beneficiary
of the entire amount then
due (other than such portion
of said principal as would not
then be due had no default
occurred), together with the

To be published in the Rogue River Press on:
February 10, 2021
February 17, 2021
February 24, 2021

cludes plural, the word
“Grantor” includes any successor in interest to the
Grantor as well as any other
persons owing an obligation,
the performance of which is
secured by said Trust Deed,
the words “Trustee” and
“Beneficiary” includes their
respective successors in interest, if any. Dated: February 4,2021 By: Nathan F.
Smith, Esq., OSB #120112
Successor Trustee Malcolm
& Cisneros, A Law Corporation Attention: Nathan F.
Smith, Esq., OSB #120112
c/o TRUSTEE CORPS
17100 Gillette Ave, Irvine,
CA 92614 949-252-8300
Order Number 73934, Pub
Dates:
02/17/2021,
02/24/2021,
03/03/2021,
03/10/2021, ROGUE RIVER
PRESS
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Grand Jury Indictment
Sex Offense Arrest
On January 29, 2021, officers with the Grants Pass
Department of Public Safety
(GPDPS) received a report
of a sex offense involving
Jay Reese 60, and a 17year-old female victim. The
juvenile reported she met
Reese at Wal-Mart on January 28, 2021. From there,
Reese took the victim to
lunch and then to his residence. The juvenile stayed
with Reese overnight and,
during that time, Reese is alleged to have subjected the
victim to sexual contact without her consent.
On February 2, 2021, at
12:45 pm, GPDPS detectives arrested Reese and
lodged him at the Josephine
County Jail on the listed
charges. This case is still
under investigation and additional charges may be
pending.

Jay Reese, 60.

Following Jay Reese's
arrest on February 2, 2021,
a search warrant was
granted and served on
Reese's cell phone. Two images were located consistent with child sexual
exploitation. One image depicted a toddler-aged female
and one depicted a prepubescent female; both images
included an unknown adult
male subject engaged in
sexual conduct. Based upon
this evidence, Reese was
lodged on the additional

charges of Encouraging
Child Sexual Abuse I (two
counts) on February 3, 2021.
On February 9, 2021, this
case was presented to the
Josephine County Grand
Jury. Reese was indicted on
the following charges:
• Sexual Abuse in the
Second Degree (three
counts)
• Encouraging Child Sexual Abuse in the First Degree (two counts)
Due to the nature of this
case, there is concern there
may be other victims. Over
the past several years,
Reese has been associated
with various school district
sports programs in Oregon
and Northern California. If
anyone has any information
about this or a similar case,
please contact Det Heather
Yerrick at 541-450-6260,
case #21-4447.

RETIRE from page 1

will give the school board a
road map in their search.
While Steele still has energy and excitement about
the job, she said it's time to retire.
“It's a good time for transition,” she said about the “exciting turning point” in public
education.
“What we've learned in
the past year is awesome,”
she said.
Steele said that the superintendent's job has been “a lot
less boots on the ground than
I imagined.”
Growing up on a ranch in
Baker County in Oregon's remote northeastern corner, she
said she is used to hard work.
“But, now it's others that
do the real work,” she said.
She said her staff of 700,
including nearly 300 teachers
at ten schools, has had "boots
on the ground." Delivering
services and curriculum to
more than 4,700 students
ever since Oregon Department of Education guidelines
and gubernatorial mandates
called for rolling out comprehensive distance learning immediately last spring in the
wake of the coronavirus outbreak. This fall, they began integrating limited-in-personinstruction.
On February 2, all schools
had a hybrid system where inperson instruction was expanded and supported with
distance learning. Students

are going four days a week at
schools in Gold Hill and Sams
Valley, albeit fewer hours than
previously.
Steele said on all campuses; the staff is maximizing
in-person instruction.
“The teachers are doing
cool stuff,” she said. Creative
and innovative, hands-on interactive lessons are the
norm.
One teacher, for instance,
just that morning had turned
his classroom into a space
station to teach math and science.
Even before COVID-19
was a household word, the
district incorporated what
Steele calls "authentic learning" or personalized projectbased
lessons
that
incorporate "real world applications."
The hands-on work in
shop class and AP calculus
principles, for instance, can
be merged to create a finished product.
Parent-teacher conferences are more about showing than telling parents what a
student is learning or has accomplished via exhibits and
demonstrations.
During the last two or
three years of her tenure,
Steele said she had worked
hard to improve the district's
systems to serve students
and families better. High
points have included creating
CraterWorks – a unique
maker space and creative

hub for students and the community to develop and utilize
skills from woodworking and
metalwork to digital fabrication, 3-D printing, and commercial food preparation.
Another milestone was the
passage of an $82 million
bond in May 2019 for renovation, repairs, new construction, and the addition of
security and safety features at
all campuses. Steele also
was relieved to see additional
state revenue pour into local
schools.
The district's Farm-toSchools partnership with
Rogue Valley area farms is
another point of pride.
“We don't contract with a
food services vendor,” Steele
said.
Instead, local farms and
ranches provide schools with
fresh produce and locally
grown beef and chicken. And
each campus has its garden
and greenhouse.
Steele's advice to the next
superintendent: Listen to the
staff, pay attention to the
needs of students and families, and take calculated risks
that lead toward a vision. But,
most notably: "Give credit to
others when things go well;
take the blame when they
don't."
“Every good idea starts
with the teaching staff,” she
said. “Listen.”
Reach freelance writer
Tammy Asnicar at TammyAsnicar@q.com.

