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City Mourns The Loss New Kind Of
Of Chief Lewis
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Page 3

Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

Support Local
Eat Local
Dining Guide

Husband, Father, Police Chief and prolific writer, Kenneth R Lewis will be missed by many but the memories
of his friends, family and those who admired him will always be present.
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The memorial service for
former Rogue River police
chief Ken Lewis is Fri., Jan.
15.
Lewis, 71, died on Fri.,
Jan. 1, after having been in
hospice care for a time.
Lewis was Rogue River's
police chief from 2001 to
2016.
He arrived in Rogue
River in November 2001, the
city's choice out of four candidates, following the retirement of former chief Bob
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gree in communications and
journalism and entered the
police academy immediately
following.
His first duty was with
the Spokane Police Department, but he also worked in
Unalaska and Wrangell,
Alaska, before heading back
to the mainland.
Before he arrived in
Brookings, he had spent 12
years as the chief of police
at the Quileute Nation in LaPush, Wash., on Washington's north coast.

Drive from the water treatment plant, the installation
of radio-read meters and
fire hydrants to better bolster the city's fire protection.
Through Business Oregon from a one-stop meeting with funding agencies in
September, the financing
includes grant funding of
$350,000, with a loan of just
under $3.4 million, at onepercent interest over 30
years. Initial figures on the
financing have included a
rate increase of $6.56 a
month for city water users.
Mark Damon, the managing partner of KDP Certified Public Accountants,
prepared the city's audit
and presented his firm's
findings in a telephone call
to the council.
Damon said the audit
revealed a "clean opinion,
See GARBAGE page 2

See LEWIS page 12

Gold Hill City Manager Looking
To Step Down

Headlines & Highlights 7
Legals

Long.
Lewis had been the police chief in Brookings since
1998, but he said when interviewed by the Rogue
River Press shortly after his
hire, Rogue River was the
first community he had applied then.
"There were six or seven
other small communities
who were also needing
chiefs," he said. "Brookings
called me first."
Lewis grew up in Kennewick, Wash., graduating
from Eastern Washington
University in 1974 with a de-

Rogue River City Administrator Mark Reagles
said city staff was prepared
to include information on
the increase in city water
rates connected to city
water facilities' improvements in this month's city
council newsletter at the
Rogue River City Council
workshop session on
Thurs., Jan. 7.
He said the city is looking for more fine-tuned information from Business
Oregon on the Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan
Fund. It calculated what
Rogue River water users'
new rates would be. At the
same time, it pays for its
portion of the $3.75 million
project.
Otherwise, the proposed rate increase appears to be in line with
financing representatives of
the engineering firm Civil
West presented to the city
council last summer. Detailed numbers on the rate
increase will appear in the
February city newsletter.
The project includes replacing one 500,000-gallon
reservoir, the construction
of another across Classick

GH City Manager, Jessica Simpson.

Tammy Asnicar
Rogue River Press

Gold Hill City Manager
Jessica Simpson told the
City Council at the end of the
January 4 meeting that her
goal for 2021 is to step down
by the end of the fiscal year.
First hired 18 months

ago to work with then-City
Manager Harry Staven setting up a new computer system, Simpson took over as
interim city manager when
Staven was fired in November 2019. She was officially
hired as a full-time manager
in April 2020.
“The last year and a half
has been brutal,” Simpson
said. “But, I am pretty proud
of what I, we have accomplished.”
Simpson quickly ticked
off a completed, rather long,
to-do list.
Since she took over,
Simpson has audited and
filed three years of the city's
delinquent financial reports

– reports that had slipped
through the cracks and gone
unfiled as City Hall experienced a revolving door of
staff and administrators. Audits for the fiscal year 20192020 were filed last week.
The city's Municipal
Court is back in session.
Utility billing is current
and accurate; she pointed
out. Simpson found that 30
of the 565 utility customers
were not being billed when
she was hired, and 365 meters were broken or improperly functioning.
“I got all 565 meters running,” Simpson said. “I am
still pretty proud of that.”
She and the staff also

survived what she called "a
horrendous" software conversion.
Simpson applied for and
received a Small Cities Allotment grant that provided
funding for paving projects
on Gustaf, Fredenburg, and
Estremado streets. She also
recently received word that
the city was awarded another $100,000 SCA grant to
continue street improvements.
Simpson applauded the
council for formulating master plans and appointing new
Parks and Planning commissions.
“You have been doing
some work,” she said.

Despite COVID-19 keeping City Hall's doors closed
to the public, communication
with city residents has improved with a monthly
newsletter and all meetings
accessible via YouTube.
Representing the city, Simpson has also worked with
Can-Do and other citizen
groups launching city-wide
events like the recent successful "Light Up Gold Hill"
holiday decorating contest.
“We've got our act together here,” Simpson said.
“I am not ashamed to invite a prospective city manager to interview for the job.”
She added that she
See MANAGER page 6
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the highest form of assurance
that we can provide as certified public accountants," calling it "a good outcome for the
audit," and that the city was in
"substantial compliance" with
the provision of laws, regulations, contracts and grant
agreements.
The council will adopt the
audit at the Jan. 28 meeting.
The council will also decide on a planning commission recommendation to ban
the use of metal cargo or shipping containers in residential
zones as a dwelling and the
same kind of containers in the

city's commercial zone only
with a conditional use permit.
The
recommendation
would also be to raise chickens within the city limits, but a
maximum of four hens -- but
no roosters.
City public works director
Michael Bollweg announced
that "We have a new kind of
garbage" in Rogue River.
He held up the disposable
surgical mask, just as part of
our uniform, for months in
helping us keep safe from
COVID-19.
"It's killing us," he said, as
the masks have wound up in
the storm drains and gutters.
He said neither masks nor

commercially made cloth
wipes are biodegradable and
cannot be flushed down toilets.
Bollweg said COVID-19
has helped create garbage in
the form of styrofoam containers and plastic eating utensils,
the by-products of take-out
food from restaurants.
The city included the link
to the pattypotty.com Website
that provides information on
what is permissible for flushing and what is not in its January newsletter.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen
at
Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com
or
541-582-1707.

This Week In The
Old West: Grand Duke Alexis

By Dakota Livesay
Special to the Press

On January 14, 1872 the
Russian Grand Duke Alexis
shot his first buffalo. But, the
real story was about two
people with very large egos
who were commissioned to
take him on that hunt.
In January of 1872, the
Russian Grand Duke Alexis
went on what was called a
"millionaire hunt."
Because of his political
influence, General Sheridan
was instructed to make sure

the 21-year-old Grand Duke
had a good time. So General Sheridan selected
George Armstrong Custer
as the grand marshal, and
Buffalo Bill Cody as the
hunting guide.
Buffalo Bill enlisted
Sioux Chief Spotted Tail and
100 of his braves as entertainment. According to Buffalo Bill the Duke Alexis paid
considerable attention to a
handsome Indian maiden."
Protocol dictated that the
Grand Duke should kill the
first buffalo.
The Grand Duke wanted
to take his buffalo with a
handgun. But after he emptied two pistols with no hits,
Buffalo Bill gave the Grand
Duke his buffalo rifle, "Lucretia". The Grand Duke got his
buffalo. Afterward, everyone
drank champagne. Buffalo
Bill, in his autobiography

commented that he "was in
hopes the Grand Duke
would kill five or six more, if
champagne was to be
opened every time he
dropped one."
One can only imagine
the battle for the Grand
Duke's attention that took
place between Buffalo Bill
Cody and General Custer.
However, it seems that the
Grand Duke actually liked
General Custer quite a bit.
General Custer got a big
hug from the Grand Duke.
The two took pictures together following the hunt.
And when General Custer
was killed, the Grand Duke
sent money to General
Custer's wife Libby. Buffalo
Bill did get three buffalo's
head broaches. And then,
don't forget the free champagne.

Rogue River Press Puzzles

CLUES ACROSS
1. Adequate yearly progress (abbr.)
4. Silicon Valley's specialty
8. Gather a harvest
10. Famed mathematician
11. No (slang)
12. Students use one
13. Type of molecule
15. Play make-believe
16. Large barrel-like containers
17. Touching
18. Treats allergies
21. Calendar month
22. Single
23. Cease to live
24. Brew
25. What ghosts say
26. Geological time

27. Focus
34. Discomfort
35. A citizen of Iran
36. Trip
37. Imitate
38. Makes happy
39. Double-reed instrument
40. Body parts
41. Transgressions
42. One-time emperor of Russia
43. Time zone
CLUES DOWN
1. Used in treating bruises
2. One who cultivates a small estate
3. One who supports the Pope
4. Annuity
5. Geological period
6. Grab onto tightly

7. Kept
9. Chinese city
10. The most direct route
12. Type of tooth
14. __ kosh, near Lake Winnebago
15. Popular veggie
17. Supervises interstate commerce
19. Foolish behaviors
20. Witness
23. Gives
24. Expression of creative skill
25. A way to prop up
26. Midway between northeast and east
27. Winter melon
28. Supernatural power
29. Target
30. Threes
31. A type of poetic verse
32. They make some people cry
33. Kindest
34. Forman and Ventimiglia are two
36. A way to liquefy

Last Week’s Answers
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EVCA Elects New Leadership
Tammy Asnicar
Rogue River Press

Beau Rillo plans to draw
on his business expertise to
bring "order and structure" to
the Evans Valley Community
Association in his role as
president. After several contentious meetings in recent
months where association
rules, procedures, and policies were called into question, former president Danial
Garrison stepped down, as
did secretary Molly Brown.
An election was held on January 5 via Zoom for both
president and secretary.
Tabitha Bradley takes over
Brown's duties.
Rillo, CEO of Leaping
Farms, a cannabis-growing
operation in Wimer, said he
operates four companies
that employ 85 people in five

states. When asked if he
would be able to manage the
duties of the president in addition to his business ventures, Rillo said, "my greatest
strength is time management." He added that building his businesses has
required proficiency in grant
writing and fund-raising, and
collaboration with contractors and vendors.
Employees of Leaping
Farms were the first to jump
in to clean the graffiti and repair damage after vandals
struck the historic Evans Valley School during the Labor
Day weekend. Rillo also paid
for paint and supplies.
Badley desire "to play a
bigger role in the community"
was her impetus in the running for secretary.
"I love Wimer. Much has
been given to me. I want to

New Year
Emergency
Service Activity
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

As the working world
gets back into the swing of
things, so does emergency
service activity in the local
area.
The Rogue River Police
made three arrests during
the week. Steven Caschera
(born 1992) was arrested on
a charge of Driving Under
the Influence just after noon
on Pine Street at Creek
View Lane.
Two men were arrested
at the Chevron Station at 95
Pine Street just after 7:30
p.m. on Tues., Jan. 5. Derek
Whitfield Gargus (born
1985) was arrested on a
warrant from Medford for
Failure to Appear, and
Joshua Heath Lanear (born
1978) was arrested on a parole violation detainer.
Gargus and Lanear were
both lodged in the Jackson
County Jail. Both had been

released by Tues., Jan. 12.
Police also investigated
a motor vehicle collision on
Fri., Jan. 8, at 1:50 p.m.
Rogue River Fire District
investigated 28 medical calls
and a pair of motor vehicle
accidents. That did not include a vehicle fire on Interstate 5 at Milepost 52,
halfway between Rogue
River and Grants Pass., just
after 1 p.m. on Thurs., Jan.
7. The fire department also
investigated an explosion on
the 1500 block of Sardine
Creek Road north of Gold
Hill after 5 p.m. on Fri., Jan.
8.
Evans Valley Fire District
was involved in five events,
two of which its personnel
assisted Rogue River FD,
along with three other medical calls.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

give back," she said.
Garrison admitted that
mistakes might have been
made, re-considered stepping back in as president due
to requests from some members. He threw his hat in the
ring, commenting that he
wanted the community center's success to "keep moving forward." His term was a
learning experience, he said.
Adding that he knows
now "how to correct and adjust as needed" when issues
arise.
“It's all about making a
better community center,” he
said.
Last week's election was
the fourth time since August
that EVCA members were
asked to vote for a change in
board leadership. Angeline
“Angie” Ayriss was elected
treasurer in December when

Amy Montes stepped down.
Rhonda Schock was
elected vice-president in August and ran both the December
and
January
meetings.
Schock reported that
EVCA's liability insurance is
in place, a committee is finetuning the association's
standing rules, and an inventory of assets is underway.
The thrift store has been
closed due to COVID-19 restrictions but may re-open if
enough volunteers are willing to run the store, sort the
mountains of donations, and
keep the building tidy.
Brown said the store has
been successful, but there is
a lot of work to be done, and
it cannot be done without a
team of volunteers.
Ayriss pointed out that
many community events

Outdoor
Dining
&

planned for this spring and
summer are still up in the air
due to the coronavirus. She
said that the Elk Mountain
Highland Games likely will
not happen in May. She
asked the board to consider
a fall event in September or
October that combines aspects of the Highland Games
with a Harvest Festival. She
added that such an event's
success might lay the
groundwork for two separate
events in 2022 – a spring
event (Highland Games) and
a fall event (Harvest Festival).
EVCA meets on the first
Tuesday of each month.
Meeting agendas and events
calendars are generally
posted on Facebook.
Reach freelance writer
Tammy Asnicar at TammyAsnicar@q.com.

Habitat Sells Units At
Dove Place
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

The Rogue River City
Council, in their first workshop meeting in two months,
due to COVID-19, discussed
Rogue Valley Habitat for Humanities' recent sale of four
of its lots at the Dove Place
subdivision off of Foothill
Boulevard.
Rogue Valley Habitat executive director Denise
James confirmed that the
non-profit had sold the four
lots with hopes to use the
funds to purchase land to
build homes for victims of
the Almeda Fire in southern
Jackson County last fall.
"Because we weren't allowed to subdivide the lots
into zero-lot lines, each two
homes on one lot became a

condo, with separate condo
associations, which carried
any neighborhood restrictions," James said.
Houses were built on two
of the lots, each housing two
families. With the sale of four
lots, that leaves room for
Habitat to build two more
houses, "although we don't
have a date or plan yet when
we'll be back," James said.
"When we do, we'll want
to do the same, give local
people priority within the application process, as well as
using the resources from
local sources for the project,"
she said.
City Administrator Mark
Reagles said at the city's
workshop meeting on
Thurs., Jan. 7, said the lots
are pre-approved for town-
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houses, "but the zone doesn't preclude them from doing
other things."
He said such a variance
wouldn't need to go to the
city's planning commission.
If a builder said he would like
to build single-family homes
in the area, the city would
likely ask its legal counsel if
builders were obligated to
build only duplexes.
"If a developer wants to
do a different development,
as long as it's in line with the
current zone code, They
could do it," Councilor Pam
Van Arsdale, who is a Realtor, said. "When Habitat got
approved, Habitat brought in
plans for what they were
going to do. It went through
the process; they got their

~ TAKEOUT ~

Tarascos
119 E Main St
11am-8:30pm
Closed Mondays

(541) 582-3329

Baci’s
510 E Main St
Tue, Wed, Sun 11-8pm
Thu, Fri, Sat 11-9pm
Closed Mondays

(541) 582-0508

Taqueria

La Guacamaya
9001 RR Hwy
10am-8:00pm
Closed Sundays

(541) 582-0089

Wimer Mkt
8816 E Evans Ck
7am-6pm Daily
(541) 582-3371

Abby’s Pizza
121 Pine St
11am-9pm Daily
(541) 582-0508
Delivery & Takeout

Subway
205 E Main St
10am-8pm Daily
(541) 299-0070
Takeout & Online Orders

~ 0UTDOOR ~
DINING
AND TAKEOUT

Tailholt Coffee
207 E Main St
Mon-Fri 7am-2pm
Sat-Sun 11-8pm
(541) 299-0316
Online Orders tailholtcoffee.com

Foots Ck Mkt
3175 RR Hwy
6am-7pm Daily
(541) 582-3339

See HABITAT page 4

Bee Gees
506 E Main St
8am-8pm Daily
(541) 582-4147

Paisano’s

LOCAL NEWS just another reason to

510 E Main St
12-8pm

582.1707

(541) 582-5990

SUBSCRIBE To Your NEWSPAPER!

Closed Sundays

River Station
510 E Main St
Tue-Sun 4-8pm
Closed Mondays

(541) 299-0315

If I missed any
local dining places,
please let me know.
toni@rogueriverpress.com
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The Healthy Geezer: Questions & Answers
Fred Cicetti
Rogue River Press

Q. What exactly causes
my old teeth to decay?
Tooth decay—and gum
disease—are caused by
plaque, a layer of bacteria.
This plaque can build up
quickly on the teeth of older
people. In addition, seniors
have a greater tendency to
get decay around older fillings. And we have more fillings than younger people
because we didn’t all grow

up with fluoride.
Cavities in the roots of
teeth are also more common
among older adults, because
the roots are exposed when
our gums recede and we become “long in the tooth.” The
root surfaces are softer than
tooth enamel and decay
more easily.
Dry mouth, which is a
lack of saliva, promotes
tooth decay. Saliva is
needed to neutralize the cavity-causing acids produced
by plaque. Most dry mouth—
a condition also known as
xerostomia—is related to the
medications taken by older
adults rather than to the ef-

fects of aging.
Despite all of the dental
problems related to age,
seniors are holding onto their
teeth longer than they used
to. One reputable survey
showed that the rate that
seniors lose their teeth has
dropped by 60 percent since
1960. This improvement has
been attributed to advancements in treatment and better oral hygiene.
Q. What should I do if
someone in my home is
poisoned?
If you have a poison
emergency, here are some
steps you can take. The
order of the steps depends

upon the severity of the
problem. You can call 911,
call your poison control center at 800-222-1222, search
the poison's label for instructions and an emergency
phone number.
The following are some
general first-aid instructions.
*If you get a poison onto
your skin or in your eyes,
rinse the affected area in the
shower for at least 15 minutes.
* If you inhale toxic fumes,
get to fresh air immediately.
* If poison is swallowed, do
not use an emetic medicine
such as syrup of ipecac to induce vomiting. Doctors no
longer recommend using
these medicines because
HABITAT from page 3

approval. Had they decided
to change something, they
would have had to come
back to the city because
they were already in the
process of approval."

Weekdays 9am - 5pm
Sat. and Sun. 9am - 5pm

there is no evidence they
prevent poisons from entering the bloodstream.
Q. How common are
headaches?
More than 45 million
Americans suffer from recurring headaches. About 70%
of headache sufferers are
women.
There are primary
headaches that are unrelated to another condition,
and secondary headaches,
which
are.
Primary
headaches include tension,
migraine, mixed headache
syndrome and cluster
headaches.
Secondary
headaches include chronic
progressive, sinus and hormone headaches.

About 90 percent of primary headaches are caused
by tension. These musclecontraction
headaches
cause mild-to-moderate pain
and come and go. Tension
headaches are called
chronic if you have them
more than 15 days per
month. They are episodic if
you get them less than 15
days per month.
Most tension headaches
can be treated with over-thecounter pain relievers such
as acetaminophen, aspirin
and ibuprofen.

She said that while a
builder can't build a multifamily structure on land
that's zoned for single-family
units, but vice-versa is true.
"I'm not sure what the
plans are from the new owners, but they'll be on their

own with the same set of requirements from the city as
we had, I would guess,"
James said.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

If you would like to ask
a question, write to
fred@healthygeezer.com.

OUR COMMUNITY CHURCHES WELCOME YOU!
FAITH
Lutheran Church
(L.C.M.S.)
8582 Rogue River Hwy.

582-0457

www.faithrogueriver.org

Foots Creek
Chapel
~~
Sunday School
9:30 am

Pastor Evan Goeglein

913 Foots Crk. Rd., Gold Hill

HOPE

Rogue River
Church of Christ

515 Broadway - 582-3282

1775 East Evans Creek Rd

HH H

10:00 a.m.
Pastor Brian Boisen

List Your House
of Worship Here

3625 N. River Road

582-1373

Morning Worship
10:45 am

Hear messages online at
Footscreekchapel.org

Worship
Service and
Children's
Sunday School

OUR LADY OF
THE RIVER

“A Christ-Centered Fellowship”

Worship: 10 a.m.
Family Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Listen On the Air
94.3FM The Bridge

Presbyterian Church

List Your House
of Worship Here

Mass:
SUNDAY - 8:30 A.M.

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

541-582-2524

List Your House
of Worship Here

OF
L AT T E R - D AY S A I N T S

Fr. Willian Holtzinger

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

SUNDAY
10:30 A.M.

541-450-8964
Sunday Bible Class 10 am
Worship 11 am
Wed. Bible Study 11 am
*Sharing first century
Christianity in the
21st century*

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

For emergencies
requiring a priest, phone:
476-2240

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

List Your House
of Worship Here

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

GRANTS PASS LDS
STAKE CENTER

Sunday 10am

1969 WILLIAMS HWY

136 Broadway

GRANTS PASS
R O G E R TA N N E R
BISHOP
541.479.5066 (Office)

Only $6 a week!
Call 582.1707
for Details

Street
Come Change the World!

541-632-6328
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

ASSISTED LIVING

AUTO PARTS

OPEN

CLEANING

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
Of

Rogue River
200 1st Street • 582-1243
Fax 582-8831
Monday-Friday 8-5:30
Saturday & Sunday 9-3

OPEN

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
DENTIST

EXCAVATION

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
FENCING

GUTTERS

OPEN

PEST CONTROL

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
202535

OPEN

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

PUMP SERVICE

OPEN

PUMP SERVICE

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT

This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT

B&W ONLY

B&W ONLY

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H

REAL ESTATE

OPEN

VETERINARIAN

DIRECTORY
INFORMATION
This space only
$10.00 per week.
4-WEEK
COMMITTMENT
B&W ONLY
DIMENSIONS:
1.75”W x 2.25”H
ROGUE RIVER PRESS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Buy a space for only $10.00 per week. 4-WEEK MINIMUM COMMITMENT
B&W ONLY DIMENSIONS: 1.75”W x 2.25”H
ALSO: SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE! OUR SPECIAL GIFT TO YOU!
13 MONTHS FOR THE PRICE OF 12 MONTHS WITH THIS COUPON

☺

☺

PROMOTIONS

The Rogue River Press is published each week and will be delivered to your home
or P.O. Box for only $22 (in Jackson County, OR) for the entire year.
The Press has important information about our community that you won’t find in other area newspapers.
Grocery inserts and award-winning coverage of your community are just some of the benefits!

Call 541-582-1707 for your new business directory ad or subscription today!

ROGUE RIVER PRESS’ BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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RRSD Looks Cautiously
Brian Mortensen
Rogue River Press

f THE WORD
A well-known pastor had
just finished preaching his
sermon and was shaking
hands with his congregation
as they left his church. (This
was before the COVID
virus.) A little old lady came
up to him and said that she
wanted to talk to him a
minute about his sermon.
He thought she was
going to praise him for his
eloquent and refined words
and all his education. Instead, she said to him, “Remember one word when
you’re preaching: K.I.S.S. It
stands for ‘KEEP IT SIMPLE
STUPID.” He took heed.
The only “WORD” we
need to learn is from God’s
Word and that is the Holy
Bible. That is the way God
speaks to us. The pastor
later said, “It takes four
years or more to get a college education, but forty
years to get over it.”
Jesus said, “The words
that I speak to you are spirit,
and they are life” (John 6:63
NKJV).
Faye Pietsch
Grants Pass

f NOT FIT FOR
OFFICE

Speaking as a constituent of your Congressional District, I want to be
very clear: I am disgusted by
your behavior. Nothing you
can do or say will ever

change the fact that you had
a choice yesterday [January
6, 2021] between loyalty to
your oath to the Constitution
and loyalty to an irresponsible and openly seditious
President, and you made
the cynical decision to vote
to challenge the results of a
free and fair election instead
of doing your duty. No doubt
you have already correctly
guessed that there was no
way I would ever vote for
you, and so, to your mind, I
am not part of “your base”
and thus my voice is irrelevant.
Nevertheless,
you
should know: I see you. History sees you. The world
sees you. And we now
clearly know where you
stand. You stand with disenfranchising the States and
supporting the very man
who ordered a group of
thugs to take over our Capitol, put you and your colleagues in harm’s way, and
will do absolutely anything to
retain power, even when
that means throwing the entire nation under a bus.
You are not fit for office.
You know it, and so do we.
Michael Grutchfield
Rogue River

f BENTZ

SHOULD RESIGN
It seems that district 2
has jumped off a cliff after
electing Bentz to “represent”
us. His vote to support the

PA objection, just hours after
he was forced to hide from
the angry mob his own party
had incited, was terrible for
democracy, and horrifying
since the crazed, insurrectionist attack caused 5
deaths at our capitol.
Mr. Bentz claims in his
statement, as he tries to defend his seditious acts, that
he came to that decision by
“listening” to his constituents. A quick review of
the hundreds of angry comments on his Facebook and
Twitter accounts shows that
he plans to continue the
ways of Trump by outright
lying to us.
It is important to acknowledge that he won in
November by a large margin. While the chasm dividing us has grown after 4
years of being gaslit by the
administration, the majority
of Republicans are able to
recognize the election was
fair, and the courts have already spoken.
As an attorney, Mr.
Bentz is educated enough to
know that his actions last
week were aimed at subverting democracy and in direct opposition to the oath
he took a little more than a
week ago. He should resign
immediately and be disbarred under ORS 9.527(1).
Teresa Safay
Ashland, OR

Guidelines & Policies for Letters to the Editor:
Letters longer than 300 words may be rejected, and/or may be edited for grammar, content and length.
All letters need a full address (no P.O.’s), phone number and a signature (for our records). No more
than one letter from any individual will be published in 30 days and letters are not guaranteed to be
published. The opinions contained in Letters to the Editor, as well as any bought opinion space, are
not the opinions of this paper or the individuals who run or write articles for the Rogue River Press.

Deadline for submission - Monday before noon.

With Gov. Kate Brown's
pre-Christmas announcement that local school districts would decide when to
open their schools, the
Rogue River School District
is prepared to allow more
students on campus as soon
as February 1.
However, she cautioned
those same districts to consider waiting until Tues.,
January 19 to make any decisions, Rogue River Superintendent Patrick Lee said
on Mon., January 11.
Lee said he expects
Brown, and most probable
officials from the Oregon
Health Authority (OHA), to
release updated rules for
safely operating schools on
January 12.
Following the December
22 announcement, Lee said
he was concerned about liability issues generated from
schools in areas with high
exposures to COVID-19, like
Jackson County. He said the
Oregon School Boards Association gave district superintendents legal guidance
that schools opening in
areas designated "red" in recent OHA criteria would not
have liability coverage.
"Having that liability proMANAGER from page 1

would like to be a part of the
hiring process.
“I know the job...I know
the right questions to ask.”
Simpson said that she
would like to continue as City
Recorder “chipping away” at
getting City Hall in order – a
subtle reference to the mess
left behind in the wake of the
constant turnover of administrators and staff.
“I want to dial back and
continue to work on cleaning
up the past while a new city
manager takes the city forward.”
“Cleaning up the past”
will include revising the city's
52-year-old charter and updating equally outdated
codes and ordinances. Her
goal is to have the newly-revised charter on the May 18

tection is crucial to protecting
school districts from potential lawsuits," he said.
Jackson County remains
one of the 23 Oregon counties in the extreme red zone,
for the period December 20
through January 2, 759 confirmed or presumptive
cases, a rate of 343.0 per
100,000 residents, with 7.7
percent testing positive.
That's only slightly better
than neighbors Josephine
(380.4 cases, 8.7 positive for
the period) and Klamath
(513.3, 10.6) counties. Every
county west of the Cascades
is in the extreme red, except
for coastal counties Clatsop,
Lincoln and Coos, and Douglas County (142, 5.9 positive).

"Because of the uncertainties about how the guidance might change on
January 19, and because of
our uncertainty about having
liability coverage, we are not
announcing our reopening
plans until we are more confident that we can follow
through with them," Lee
said. "We are optimistic we
will be able to bring more
students to pack on campus
in February."
Lee said he expected to
announce the district's reopening plans about the expected January 19 guidance
by Fri., January 22.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

ballot.
Simpson is hopeful a
new city manager is hired
and ready to start work on
July 1.
Born and raised in
Louisiana, Simpson joined
the U.S. Navy after high
school. She first visited Gold
Hill in 2003, and after graduating with a degree in mechanical engineering from
the University of Nevada at
Las Vegas, returned in 2007.
She is married to Aric
Genaw, a lifelong resident of
Gold Hill.
She cut her teeth in the
corporate world as operations manager at Linx Technologies,
a
wireless
components manufacturer in
Merlin, and had her own
computer consulting business. She also has a real es-

tate license but does not
deal in Gold Hill properties.
Simpson said she's “not
going anywhere.”
"I live here; this is my
town too. Just like when I
joined the military because I
felt it was my duty; this is my
duty to my community."
Members of the city
council have nothing but
praise for Simpson.
Last week's meeting,
councilor Melia Biedscheid
told Simpson she was
“grateful for what you have
accomplished. It's impressive. If the citizens of Gold
Hill knew all you've done,
they would be amazed.”
Reach freelance writer
Tammy Asnicar at TammyAsnicar@q.com.
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JAN 17, 1996
An undefeated season
was cause for celebration for
the Rogue River Middle
School eighth grade boys’
basketball team on Jan. 10.
Brian Hickey and friends
awaited coach Jim Hawes’
arrival in the locker room following a 54-36 win over Ashland.
JAN. 16, 1991
A proposed 53-unit Best
Western Motel for Rogue
River faced a Feb. 5 deadline to get started. Developer
Bill Woodhead was told by
the Rogue River City Council his building permit must
be taken out by then, or his
application would lapse, and
he would have to start the
process all over again.
JAN. 18, 2006
Heavy rains, high water,
and flooding caused considerable damage to roads,
driveways, and properties
throughout the Evans Valley.
Homeowners who live on
Sykes, May, Pleasant, and
East Evans Creek roads report damages were substan-

BOBITUARY

KENNETH
"KEN"
RICHARD LEWIS, 71, of
Rogue River, Oregon,
passed away on Friday,
January 1, 2021 at his
home.
Ken was born August 8,
1949 in Sandpoint, Idaho, to
Richard and Marie Lewis
and grew up in Kennewick,
Washington. He married his
first wife, Lillian Bereskin, in
July of 1977 and had five
sons: Shane, Matt, Dillon,
Sam, and Jon. He married
his current wife, JaNell Lindauer, on September 17,
2000.
Ken graduated in 1974
from Eastern Washington
University. He started with
the Spokane Police Department in 1975, and also
worked in Unalaska,
Alaska; Wrangell, Alaska;
Naknek, Alaska; and LaPush, Washington, where
he was Chief of Police from
1986 to 1999. Then, he

tial, and Jackson County
road maintenance crews
have been pressed into
service to repair many problems throughout the area.
One damaged road they will
not be working on, however,
was the one into Murphy
Gulch. That’s because it’s
owned and maintained by
the federal BLM.
JAN. 19, 2011
A new reservoir tank was
being constructed on the hill
above Rogue River's city
was expected to be completed in two to three weeks,
said contractors and public
works officials. The $2 million concrete tanks were
schedule
d to be finished ahead of
schedule and under budget.
JAN. 13, 2016
During their Jan. 7th
workshop meeting, the
Rogue River city council felt
it necessary to revamp policies concerning marijuana
sales and related issues.
City manager Mark Reagles
said that with the passage of
HB 3400 and other changes

to the state’s marijuana
laws, the city needs to reexamine its policies. During
discussions with Mayor Pam
VanArsdale and councilors,
Reagles was directed to redraft the city's policies to reflect current changes
throughout the state.
JAN. 15, 2020
On the largest Rogue
River, Jr/Sr High's now annual wrestling meets, the
home team had its best
chance of winning it all.
Leading the 16-team field at
the Rumble on the Rogue
Tournament at James Martin
Court by five points going
into the final session placing
matches for first, third, and
fifth places, by five points,
the Chieftains came up a little short, taking second to
Ashland. The Grizzlies, who
had three weight-class
championships, won 135
points, while the Chieftains
were second with 121
points. The Chieftains repeated in taking second
place.

moved to Brookings, Oregon where he was Police
Chief until 2001. Then, he
and JaNell moved to Rogue
River, Oregon where he
was Chief of Police from
2001 to 2016 until retired. In
total, he worked 35 years in
law enforcement, and 25 of
those years he served as
Police Chief.
Ken was an avid outdoorsman. He loved hunting, fishing, and anything to
do with the outdoors. For
the last seven years, every
October he spent a month
in Atlanta, Idaho hunting
with his best friend Roger
Hobbs. Given his love for
anything to do with firearms,
he started a Dura Coat
Firearm business. Additionally, Ken loved writing and
he published three novels,
as well as started and
owned his own publishing
business. He also loved to
just stay at home, hanging
out with his wife and dogs.
A special thank you to
Providence Hospice and
mostly his hospice nurse
Tirah, (who said he was her
most difficult patient). A special thank you to Taira Warren, FNP for her relentless
effort to help comfort Ken
and to also be by JaNell’s
side throughout this entire
process. Also, Mark Reagles and the City of Rogue

River.
Ken is survived by his
wife, JaNell Lewis of Rogue
River, Oregon, his five sons:
Shane Lewis of Forks,
Washington, Matt Lewis of
Bozeman, Montana, Dillon
(Heather) Lewis of Maple
Valley, Washington, Sam
Lewis of Port Angeles,
Washington, and Jon Lewis
of Cramerton, North Carolina; his brother, Tom
Lewis of Long Beach,
Washington; five grandchildren; and his dogs, Lindie
and Chewie, who never left
his side throughout Ken's
final days.
He is preceded in death
by his mother and father,
Richard and Marie Lewis;
his brother, Randy Lewis;
and his sister, Tammy
Lewis.
A service is being held
in his honor at Stephens
Family Chapel Friday, January 15, at 2:00 p.m. This
service can be viewed via
live stream from the
Stephens Family Chapel,
LLC Facebook page.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to The
American Cancer Society or
the Josephine and Jackson
County Humane Society.
Arrangements handled
by
Stephens
Family
Chapel, (541) 476-7900,
www.stephensfc.com.
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Monday, January 18
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a prolific figure in American history. King is readily known as an activist and extremely visible
spokesperson for the civil rights movement in the 1950s and
1960s. King was a writer, minister and humanitarian who made a
great impact in his tragically short life. While people know much
about King, these few facts may come as a surprise.
• King’s first name was originally Michael. It was changed to
Martin after his father traveled to Germany and became inspired
by the Protestant Reformation leader Martin Luther. King Sr.
changed his own name after this trip as well.
• King did not originally plan on becoming a minister. However, Benjamin E. Mays, the president of Morehouse College,
which King attended, convinced him otherwise.
• At the time he earned the honor, King was the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, which he earned in
1964. Malala Yousafzai became the youngest Nobel laureate ever
in 2014.
• There are more than 730 streets named after Martin Luther
King, Jr. in the United States.
• King’s “I Have a Dream” speech was not his first at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. The great orator first appeared there in 1957 to speak about voting rights.
• It is believed that King’s last speech foretold his death. In
front of an audience at Mason Temple Church the night before
he was assassinated, King said, “Like anybody, I would like to live
a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about
that now … And I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there
with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people,
will get to the promised land. So I’m happy tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

This message is sponsored by these local businesses:
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Weekly Police & Fire
Activity Reports
EVANS VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
GH = Gold Hill
GP = Grants Pass
ME = Merlin
MF = Medford

RR = Rogue River
SE = Selma
WC = White City
WI = Williams

11:39 p.m.
11:44 p.m.

Homicide Investigation
Results In Arrests

5:03 p.m.
5:20 p.m.

12:30 a.m.

1/5/2021 - no calls
1/6/2021 - no calls
1/7/2021
2200-Blk Pine Grove Rd, RR
6500-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
1/8/2021
1100-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
1400-Blk Sardine Creek Rd, GH
1/9/2021 - no calls
1/10/2021
5300-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR

Medical
Mutual aid
Medical
Mutual aid

Medical

ROGUE RIVER FIRE DISTRICT
1:41 a.m.
4:23 p.m.
8:31 p.m.
6:16 a.m.
2:02 p.m.
2:55 a.m.
9:19 a.m.
1:05 p.m.
9:47 p.m.
11:39 p.m.
11:44 p.m.
5:03 p.m.
5:21 p.m.
9:29 p.m.
10:49 p.m.

On January 5, 2021 the
Grants Pass Department of
Public Safety (GPDPS) received a 911 call from the
Red Lion Inn at 1880 NW 6th
St. in Grants Pass. An employee located an unconscious man on the floor of a
hotel room and requested
immediate assistance.
Police Officers with the
Grants Pass Department of
Public Safety responded to
the scene and initiated a
death investigation. GPDPS
Detectives were later notified
and assumed control.
Through the course of
the investigation, the victim
was identified as Ryan Antone Dutra, 42.
Dutra is a resident of
California and had rented the
room at the hotel. He was
found alone and sustained a
gunshot wound.
Detectives secured the
scene and applied for a
search warrant for the room.
No other suspects or persons were located in the
area or had knowledge of
the incident. It was not believed there was any additional threat to the public.
Due to the fact there was
no suspect information at the
scene, Detectives worked
tirelessly throughout the day
and night to develop leads.
Using numerous technologies, to include video surveil-

lance, cell phone technology,
and license plate reader
data, they were able to identify the suspects as Derek
Ian Smith, 42, and his wife,
Tera Lindsey Smith, 34, of
California.
By the time the suspects
were identified, it was believed the couple had already returned to California.
Aided by detectives from the
Rogue Area Drug Enforcement (RADE) Team, GPDPS
Detectives coordinated efforts with several California
agencies to obtain information pertinent to the case. Assisting agencies included the
California Highway Patrol,
Sacramento Police Department, San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Office and the Stanislaus
County Sheriff’s Office. The
Josephine County District Attorney’s Office was also consulted throughout the
investigation.
On January 6, Derek and
Tera Smith were located on
Interstate 5 in Newton, California. Both suspects were
taken into custody without incident by the California Highway Patrol and the
Stanislaus County Sheriff’s
Office, less than 24 hours
after the initial report.
This incident is an example of a coordinated response by local police
agencies and the use of nu-

merous investigative techniques and partnerships between adjoining states to
ensure the safety to the public and a complete investigation resulting in the arrest of
those suspected of committing this egregious crime.
This remains an active
investigation and further requests for specific information about the incident
should be forwarded to the
Josephine County District Attorney’s Office. General investigative and/or procedural
questions can be directed to
Chief Warren Hensman at
(541) 450-6260.
The Grants Pass Department of Public Safety would
like to extend our condolences to the family of Mr.
Dutra. We would also like to
acknowledge the hard work
of our detectives and those
of the California law enforcement agencies who assisted
in locating and arresting the
suspect in this case.
ARRESTEES:
Derek Ian Smith, 41
Charges:
• Murder I
• Robbery I
• Unlawful Use of a Weapon
Tera Lindsey Smith, 34
Charges:
• Murder II
• Robbery I
• Unlawful Use of a Weapon

1:07 a.m.
8:44 a.m.
8:58 a.m.
9:56 a.m.
2:03 p.m.
7:41 p.m.
8:08 p.m.
10:15 p.m.
11:55 p.m.
12:30 a.m.
9:16 a.m.
9:53 a.m.
11:05 a.m.
2:51 p.m.
2:58 p.m.

1/5/2021
100-Blk Brolin Ct, RR
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
4300-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
1/6/2021
3700-Blk N River Rd, GH
7000-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
1/7/2021
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
NB Interstate 5 @ 52.5, GP
8900-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
2200-Blk Pine Grove Rd, RR
6500-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
1/8/2021
10000-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
1500-Blk Sardine Creek Rd, GH
900-Blk Pine St, RR
2300-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
1/9/2021
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
2100-Blk Stringer Gap Rd, GP
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR
2000-Blk L Fork Foots Creek Rd, GH
5400-Blk N River Rd, GH
200-Blk S Old Stage Rd, CJ
1000-Blk E Park St, GP
200-Blk NE School St, GP
1300-Blk Parkdale Dr, GP
1/10/2021
5300-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
100-Blk Oak St, RR
5300-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GH
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
100-Blk Wards Creek Rd, RR

EMS
EMS
MVC
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
Vehicle fire
Fire alarm
EMS
Electrical odor
EMS
Explosion
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS
EMS

ROGUE RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
12:02 a.m.
8:02 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
7:38 p.m.
6:25 a.m.
7:54 p.m.
9:18 a.m.
11:51 a.m.
3:13 p.m.
4:19 p.m.
5:44 p.m.
11:18 a.m.
11:34 a.m.
11:36 a.m.
1:50 p.m.
6:54 p.m.
10:08 p.m.
12:57 p.m.
10:08 p.m.
10:14 a.m.
2:50 p.m.
6:43 p.m.

1/5/2021
600-Blk Pine St, RR
100-Blk W Main St, RR
100-Blk Pine St, RR
90-Blk Pine St, RR
1/6/2021
8800-Blk Rogue River Hwy, GP
5900-Blk Foothill Blvd, RR
1/7/2021
600-Blk N River Rd, RR
500-Blk Gold Terrace Dr, RR
800-Blk Pine St, RR
400-Blk Pine St, RR
N River Rd / Twin Bridges Rd, GH
1/8/2021
200-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
500-Blk E Main St, RR
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
500-Blk E Main St, RR
500-Blk E Main St, RR
5800-Blk Foothill Blvd, GP
1/9/2021
900-Blk Pine St, RR
5800-Blk Foothill Blvd, GP
1/10/2021
5000-Blk E Evans Creek Rd, RR
300-Blk W Evans Creek Rd, RR
100-Blk Broadway St, RR

Suspicious
Public assist
Fraud
Suspicious
Domestic disturbance
Disturbance
Public assist
Public assist
Found property
Public assist
Animal problem
Public assist
Disorderly conduct
Public assist
MVC
Suspicious
Public assist
Welfare check
Public assist
Traffic hazard assist
Public assist
Public assist
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Report Big Game,
Turkey Tags Online

Kevin Naze
RR Press Outdoors

Oregon’s big game and
wild turkey hunters can
avoid long waits on the
phone by reporting their tags
online, or at a license sales
agent.
The deadline to report
most tags and avoid any
penalties is 11:59 p.m. on
Sunday,
January
31.
Hunters need to report on
every deer, elk, bear, cougar,
turkey and pronghorn tag
purchased or issued as part
of a Sports Pac license,
even if they didn’t harvest an
animal or go hunting.
Go to https://odfw.huntfishoregon.com/login and
use Verify/Look Up to find
your profile which will include
any tags you need to report.
If you’ve never used it
before, enter your ODFW ID
number (printed on all licenses and tags) and follow
the directions. If you’ve done
this before, just click under
Mandatory Reporting to
complete your reports.
Hunters can also visit
any license sale agent to report. License agents will not
charge hunters a fee for this
service. See a list of agents

at https://myodfw.com/articles/where-find-odfw-license-agentsvendors.
Hunters who fail to report
a deer or elk tag by the
deadline will be charged a
$25 penalty. They will have
to pay this fine to purchase a
2022 or future hunting license. The deadline to report is Jan. 31, 2021 for any
hunt that ends by Dec. 31,
2020 and April 15, 2021 for
2020 hunts that extend into
the new year.
The information reported
by all hunters helps ODFW
determine harvest and hunting pressure for each hunt,
and is used to help set tags.
This information is also
available to hunters on the
Big Game Harvest Statistics
page at MyODFW.com.
As an incentive to report
on time, every hunter who
does is entered to win one of
three special tags ODFW offers each year. Winners can
choose a deer, elk or pronghorn tag that is valid
statewide during a fourmonth season, similar to
auction and raffle tags which
people can pay thousands
for.
Last year, Richard McCurter from Saint Helens
drew the tag and took a bull
elk in Wenaha Unit.
As of last week, more
than half of deer and elk tags
still needed to be reported:
77,945 of 122,292 elk tags,

Community
Events
Following the statewide
freeze announced today,
the Rogue River Fire District will close its business
office for a 14-day period
created to slow the spread
of COVID-19. Burn Permits
and burn information will be
available on our website:
www.rogueriverfd.com Full
telephone and digital customer service activities will
be available to all district
customers. The Fire District’s business phone lines
will remain open and active
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. For additional information call (541)
582-4411. For Emergencies, Please Dial 911
1111111111
Welcome Back! The
Rogue River SDA Church
at 4300 North River Road,
Rogue River, will re-open
the Church ACCESS food
pantry to clients beginning
Wed., Oct 14. Open times
will be 9-11:45 am on the
second and fourth Wed
each month. COVID-19
rules of 6ft distancing and
wearing masks will be enforced to ensure all will be
protected. We are looking
forward to serving our community friends again.
1111111111
The Rogue River Civic Improvement Club is looking
for new members to volunteer with the longest established club in Rogue River.
We meet monthly and welcome new comers. Rogue
River Civic Improvement
Club meets at 135 Oak St.
Any Questions call Karen at
541-660-7264.
1111111111
Food & Friends Needs
Volunteers. Food and
Friends, the Meals on
Wheels program of Jackson and Josephine Counties, provides hot, nutritious

Richard McCurter from Saint Helens with the Wenaha bull elk
he took in 2020 after winning the incentive tag.
Photo Courtesy of Richard McCurter via ODFW

95,760 of 152,651 buck deer
tags, and 6,275 of 9,623
antlerless deer tags have yet
to be reported.
Zoom Meeting Jan. 15
Oregon’s Fish and
Wildlife Commission will
meet online via Zoom on Friday. It will be livestreamed
on ODFW’s YouTube Channel.
The Commission will be
asked to approve the Conservation & Recreation Advisory
Committee’s
recommendations to fund
projects, including a beaver
survey in central coast estuaries, a study of Western
pond turtle distribution, and
a series of projects connecting Oregon’s youth with outdoor
recreation
opportunities.
Other agenda items include amending rules to update existing food fish
species market values that
will be used to access damages resulting from commercial fishing violations and
adopting a non-native gamefish management policy.
Commissioners will also
hold a public forum for people to comment on topics not
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on the agenda.
Take A Seat On PFMC
ODFW is accepting nominations for a seat on the Pacific Fishery Management
Council. The deadline to request nomination materials
is Feb. 19, and the threeyear term begins Aug. 11.
The Council manages
fisheries for approximately
119 species of salmon,
groundfish, coastal pelagic
species (sardines, anchovies and mackerel) and
highly migratory species
(tunas, sharks and swordfish) off the coasts of Oregon, Washington and
California.
It includes 14 voting
members representing tribal
and state fish and wildlife
agencies, and private citizens knowledgeable about
sport fishing, commercial
fishing and/or marine conservation.
Anyone interested in
being considered, or wishing
to nominate someone, must
contact Jessica Watson at
541-351-1196
or
jessica.l.watson@state.or.us

meals and a friendly visit to
hundreds of homebound
seniors. Home delivery drivers are urgently needed in
Rogue River on Mondays
Tuesdays. Meals are delivered Monday through Friday between 10:00 a.m.
and 12:00 p.m. Mileage reimbursement is available.
For more info, call Jon Pfefferle, Volunteer Coordinator, at (541)734-9505ext.4.
1111111111
Rogue River Community
Center is looking for volunteers to drive people to and
from their medical/dental
appointments. This program is for those seniors
who can not drive themselves. Mileage reimbursement is available. Please
call for more info 582-0609.
1111111111
Options for Southern
Oregon, Inc. offers FREE
Community Health and
Wellness Classes for 18
yrs and older. Seeking
Safety on Wednesday’s
from 5:30 to 6:30pm, at Options Hillside Center, 1545
Harbeck Rd, Grants Pass.
For more information call
541-476-2373 or 541- 5824805.
1111111111
"REVIVAL" At First
Church. The Message of
Micah, “Bad Influence.” Join
us for fun and fellowship,
singing, and a special message! When: Friday, January15, 2021, at 6pm.
Where: Rogue River Seventh-day Adventist Christian Church, 4300 N. River
Rd., Rogue River. Pastor
Tom Bentley will be hosting
the Revival presentations
weekly.`

ROGUE RIVER PRESS WEATHER
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

HIGH 55º
LOW 39º

HIGH 57º
LOW 40º

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

HIGH 51º
LOW 40º

HIGH 53º
LOW 341º

HIGH 56º
LOW 37º

HIGH 56º
LOW 36º

HIGH 56º
LOW 36º

RIVER TEMPERATURE......................42.6 DEGREES
RIVER FLOW...............................2200 CU FT PER SECOND
RIVER LEVEL..........................................2.26 FEET
Water Info Is As Of Tuesday Morning
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THURSDAY
SUNRISE: 7:40AM
MOONRISE: 9:08AM
SUNSET: 5:03PM
MOONSET: 6:52PM
FRIDAY
SUNRISE: 7:40AM
MOONRISE: 9:42AM
SUNSET: 5:04PM
MOONSET: 8:00PM
SATURDAY
SUNRISE: 7:39AM

MOONRISE: 10:11AM
SUNSET: 5:06PM
MOONSET: 9:07PM
SUNDAY
SUNRISE: 7:39AM
MOONRISE: 10:36AM
SUNSET: 5:07PM
MOONSET: 10:10PM
MONDAY
SUNRISE: 7:38AM
MOONRISE: 10:58AM
SUNSET: 5:08PM

MOONSET: 11:11PM
TUESDAY
SUNRISE: 7:37AM
MOONRISE: 11:19AM
SUNSET: 5:09PM
MOONSET: NONE
WEDNESDAY
MOONSET: 12:12AM
SUNRISE: 7:37AM
MOONRISE: 11:41AM
SUNSET: 5:10PM
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THE ROGUE RIVER PRESS IS A PUBLICATION OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN JACKSON COUNTY. PUBLISHED WEEKLY, LEGAL NOTICES ARE CONTAINED IN THIS SECTION.

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
NO. 20PB08823
In the Circuit Court of the State of Oregon for Jackson
County In the Matter of the Estate of BONETA N. JONES,
Deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has
been appointed Personal Representative of the above es-

tate. All persons having claims against the estate are required to present the same within four months from this date
at the law offices of Sorenson, Ransom & Ferguson, LLP,
133 NW D Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526; claims not so presented may be barred.
The rights of the heirs and devisees may be affected by
this proceeding. Additional information may be obtained from

the Court records, the Personal Representative or the attorneys for the estate.
Dated: December 30, 2020.
Roy C. Eisenberg
Personal Representative
(Publish: January 6, 13 and 20, 2021)
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Evening TV

Rogue River Press Evening TV & Movie Listings are provided “AS IS” and on an “AS AVAILABLE” basis without any representation or endorsement of any kind.
We do not guarantee programming days/times as that is at the discretion of the various stations and is subject to change without notice.
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Valley Pride Publications, Inc.
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Admin/Office Mgr: Pam Birdsall
Circulation Manager: Leif Birdsall
Production: Nadine Roper, Toni Barker
Sports Editor: Brian Mortensen
Photographer: Larraine Pearson
Notary: Terri Mendonca
Webmaster: Chris Dowers
Marketing/Adverstising: marketing@rogueriverpress.com
rrpress@rogueriverpress.com

Guidelines & Policies for Letters to the Editor:
Letters longer than 300 words may be rejected, and may be
edited for grammar, content and length. Letters are NOT guaranteed publication. All letters need a full address (no P.O.’s),
phone number and a signature. No more than one letter from
any individual will be published in 30 days. The opinions contained in Letters to the Editor, as well as any bought opinion
space are not the opinions of this paper or the individuals who
run or write articles for the Rogue River Press.
Deadline for submission-Monday before 4pm.

DEADLINES:
Monday at 12pm: Legals
Monday at Noon: Letters to the Editor
Tuesday at 12pm: Classified Advertising
Thursday at 3pm:
Display & Real Estate Advertising

Rogue River Press
is a legal newspaper of general circulation for
Jackson County, Oregon.

Rogue River Press (USPS 751-590)
is published weekly by
Valley Pride Publications, Inc.,
8991 Rogue River Highway,
Grants Pass, OR 97527-4377.
Periodicals postage paid at Grants Pass,
OR and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Rogue River Press, PO Box 1485,
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Wisteria Care:
Take Out Clippers Twice A Year And Go To Town
By Kym Pokorny
kym.pokorny@oregonstate.edu
541-737-3380

Wisteria delivers a beautiful spring display, but this
vigorous vine needs plenty
of pruning to keep it from
swallowing the garden.
“Wisteria are very vigorous vines and can climb
easily to 30 to 40 feet,” said
Neil Bell, a horticulturist with
Oregon State University Extension Service. “They can
be quite heavy and should
be grown on a strong structure.”
When people see the
jaw-dropping blooms erupt
in mid-spring, they covet
wisteria for their own garden.
But, they should first know
that in addition to the proper
support, the vine needs vigorous pruning.
“Before planting one,
people should realize the effort involved in keeping them
in bounds,” Bell noted. “You
can tackle most flowering
shrubs once a year, but wisteria is so insanely vigorous
there’s an advantage to
summer pruning as well as
in winter. The most common
mistake is not pruning at all.”
Most frequently grown
are the Chinese species
(Wisteria sinensis), which
blooms on bare branches
before foliage emerges with
flowers that open all at once.
They're smaller than the
blooms of Japanese wisteria
(W. floribunda), which open
gradually from the top down
and after leaves come out.
Fragrant flowers range in
color from blue to lavender
and more rarely white. Both
species put out loads of run-

ners that can be pruned
more than twice a year if the
plant is threatening to take
over a structure – especially
your house.
Because the foliage is
gone and the runners are
easier to see, winter is the
easiest time to prune, Bell
said. Take a look at the vine
and cut excess growth to the
trunk and then prune the rest
of the runners to two or three
buds or about 6 inches long.
Cut just above the chosen
bud. Again in summer, you’ll
want to prune excess growth
and clip the remainder to two
to three buds.
Another option is to train
your wisteria into a tree,
which allows it to be grown
away from structures where
it can cause major damage
if left unpruned. It also
makes it easier to get
around the plant when it’s
time for clipping, Bell said.
To create a tree, use a
robust metal post to hold the
vine. Start by training a single shoot up the support,
which could take one growing season, he said. The following year, cut the main

stem above the top of your
support where you want
“branches” to grow and the
basic form of the tree is complete. Each year after this,
the wisteria will require hard
pruning to remain manageable. The shoots can be cut
back significantly and still
bear flowers.
Sometimes people complain that their wisteria is not
blooming. Be aware, Bell
said, that flowers often don’t
appear for two or three years
(sometimes longer) after
planting unless you bought
one while it was blooming. If
you’ve waited what seems
like too long, however, there
are some things you can do
to nudge it along. Stressing
the plant by not fertilizing
and root pruning will often
force it into bloom. To root
prune, use a shovel to cut
the roots in a circle about 1
to 2 feet from the plant’s
trunk.
Bell’s other tips for growing wisteria include planting
in full sun in well-drained soil
that’s kept consistently moist
but not wet. Fertilize with a
low-nitrogen (first number in
the three-number sequence
on the label) product. Less
fertilizer is better than over
fertilizing. Only feed once a
year, every other year or not
at all.
A fun fact: The world's
largest known wisteria is in
Sierra Madre, California,
measuring more than 1 acre
and weighing 250 tons. The
Chinese species was
planted in 1894.
Keep in mind that the
seeds and fuzzy seed pods
of wisteria are toxic.

Nice Shine
To The New Year

The Bridge was power washed last week to give it a nice shine to the new year.

FBI OREGON TECH :
Building A Digital Defense Against Smart Device Swatting
Welcome to the Oregon
FBI’s Tech segment. Today:
Building a digital defense
against smart home swatting
attacks.
Nationally, smart home
device manufacturers have
notified law enforcement that
offenders have been using
stolen e-mail passwords to
access smart devices with
cameras and voice capabilities to carry out swatting attacks.
What Is Swatting?
Swatting is a term used
to describe a hoax call made
to emergency services, typically reporting an immediate
threat to human life. The
goal is to draw a response
from law enforcement and
the SWAT team to a specific
location. Confusion on the
part of homeowners or responding officers has resulted in health-related or
violent consequences in
some other parts of the
country. These attacks also
pull limited resources away
from valid emergencies.
Swatting may be motivated by revenge, used as a
form of harassment, or used
as a prank, but it is a serious

crime that may have potentially deadly consequences.
Offenders often use
spoofing technology to
anonymize their own phone
numbers to make it appear
to first responders as if the
emergency call is coming
from the victim’s phone number. This enhances their
credibility when communicating with dispatchers.
How Is This Version Of
Swatting Carried Out?
Recently, offenders have
been using victims’ smart
devices to carry out swatting
attacks. To gain access to
the devices, offenders are
likely taking advantage of
customers who reuse their
email passwords for their
smart device. The offenders
use stolen email passwords
to log into the device and hijack features, including the
live-stream camera and device speakers.
They then call emergency services to report a
crime at the victim’s residence. As law enforcement
responds to the residence,
the offender watches the live
stream footage and engages
with the responding police
through the camera and
speakers. In some cases,
the offender also livestreams
the incident on shared online

community platforms.
Protection And Defense
If you have smart home
devices with cameras and/or
voice options, there are a
few basic ways to protect
yourself:
• Use complex passwords or passphrases for
online accounts, and don’t
reuse passwords across different accounts.
• Use multi-factor authentication (MFA) for all online accounts and any device
that touches the internet.
Best bet – don’t use a secondary email address for
that secondary layer of authentication. Use a mobile
phone number, virtual or
physical tokens, or biometric
options (such as a face or
fingerprint scan).
Next week, we will talk
more about how to create
strong passphrases without
driving yourself crazy.
If you have been victimized in this kind of crime,
make sure to file a report
with your local police department. If you believe your
email or other smart device
credentials were compromised, you should also report the incident to the FBI’s
Internet Crime Center
at www.ic3.gov or call your
FBI local office.

LEWIS from page 1

"I can tell you he had one
of the strongest work ethics
than anybody I knew," City
Administrator Mark Reagles,
who hired Lewis in 2001,
said. "I felt he did a good job.
He set an example along the
lines of his ethics and integrity. We worked together
for 15 years."
When he stepped down
in August 2016, Lewis said
that he had "worked in a lot
of places, but I have to say
(Rogue River) is not only the
best town I've worked in, but
it's got the best people, too."
Long, as his predecessor
had in June 2001, Lewis suffered a heart attack in March
2015, returning to duty in
July that year.
In his time as police chief
in Rogue River, Lewis
placed significant effort into
updating the department's
equipment and vehicles and
worked to make sure department officers had the best
training.
Lewis resigned in May
2016, and on Aug. 31 of that
year, with each of his officers
and new chief Chris Snyder
standing in uniform, he received a commendation
from the city.
Following his retirement,
Lewis remained in Rogue
River and enjoyed hunting
and fishing. Being a firearms

Lewis at the start of his police career.

enthusiast, he started a
firearm coating and finishing
business at his home.
Lewis was also a published crime/fiction author.
He wrote several novels, 'Little Blue Whales,' it was the
Public Safety Writers Association 2010 Grand Prize
Winner for Fiction. 'Sparrows
Blade;' In 2012, was his second crime novel, The Sparrow's Blade, won an Eric

One of Kenneth R Lewis's books
not yet in publication 'Day 121'.

Hoffer award for commercial
fiction. and 'Flight of the
Bowyer.' Lewis had been
working on a sequal to
'Flight of the Bowyer' called
'Day 121'. You can read
about his novels at
https://crimefictionauthorkennethrlewis.wordpress.com
Lewis is survived by his
wife JaNell, and five sons,
and five grandchildren.
Lewis's memorial service
is held at Stephens Family
Chapel in Grants Pass on
Fri., Jan. 15, beginning at 2
p.m. Due to capacity considerations at the hall,
Stephans Family Chapel will
broadcast the service on a
live stream from the
Stephens Family Chapel,
LLC, Facebook page.
Reach reporter Brian
Mortensen at Brian@
RogueRiverPress.com or
541-582-1707.

